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Lrouixs va, in Herefordbire, 


MADAM, 


£2 your Requeſt, the Belicver's Alpha- | 
bet now appears in Public. God has 
tallel _ up for many Years, as a Mother i in 


| Iſrael. Your great Piety and Zeal for God 


and Religion i in this degenerate Age, and your i 
Chearfulneſs to ſupport 1 the glorious Intereſt of 


| the Friend of Sinners, have made you truly 
honourable 1 in your Day. 1 am ſenſible my 
Performance will expoſe me to the Cenſures 
of conceited Critics, and Enemies to Chriſt 


and Truth; but that no Ways diſcourages me, 


as I neither court the Smiles, nor fear the 
Frowns of any. I have not aimed at Elo- 
quence, it being beyond my Reach; neither 
I ſhould chuſe it, had J Ability : But here is 


plain Truth in a plain Stile. — Facts ere ſtub- 
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born Things; ; and the Infidels of the Age will 
find it hard to kick againſt the Goads. I now 
commit it to God and his Bleſling, humbly 
praying your pious Deſires, in requeſting the 
Publication, may be abundantly anſwered; and 


that into whoſeſoever Hands theſe may fall 


by you as the Means, ſuch may be taught 
their A B c experimentally, and become g00 "Ls 
Scholars 1 in Chriſt's School; receive the Truth 


as it is in Jeſus, and be enabled by Grace to 
call the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, their beſt and « ever- 
. laſting Friend. Amen. : 


80 prays, MA DANN, 
Your ſincere and affectionate Servant 
For CunisT's Sake, 


Northampton, May 75 1776. | 5 
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SOLOMON: SONG, Ch. v. Ver. 16. 


AND TH 118 18 N V FRIEND. 


HIS bak is emphatically FRY The Sour f TRIED 


being the beſt ſong in all the world. Some perſons are 


e fond of ſongs, and eſpecially a love ſong. This 
ſong is full of love; and the moſt ſweet and precious love in 


the world. No love like the love of Chrift to the church, 
and like the love of the church to Chriſt again. Here is love 


HEE 


| hotter than fire, and ſtronger than death. This divine fame, 


kindlcd in the heart of the Friend of finners in eternity, was 


the bleſſed motive that led him to enter into covenant re- 
ſpecting our eternal falvation, and is the glorious foun- 


tain from whence thoſe precious and divine ſtreams of grac 


and mercy, peace and pardon, life and falyation, flow ino 
the hearts of believing ſinners. Here 1s a moſt wonderful 
diſplay of the illuſtrious perſon of Jeſus, in his moſt endcar- 
ing relations and lovely characters, as being eminently qua- 
lified to render him the true and proper object of the delight, 
eſteem, veneration and affection of every intelligent creature, 


that is a lover of purity and holineſs. In this chapter Chritt 


_ ſpeaks of the church, under the metaphor of a garden, ard 
ſays, J am come into my garden, my /ifter, my ſpouſe : he 1 EA 


notice of what he had done there; that as he had choſen n his 
garden, cultivated and planted it, he now had been partaking 


of the fruits it produced, which were grateful and pleaſant to 


him. He then gives a kind and Zh Rl invitation to his 


ſpouſe, faying, Eat, O friends; drink, yea arink abundantly, G 


beloved. We then have an account of the baſe conduct and 
vile gratitude af the church to her bent Friend, even after 
ſich 


ſuch a ſweet viſit, hearty welcome, and divine rapaſt, with ſo 
illuſtrious a nerfon. Here is further the wonderful love of 
Chriſt, even after ſuch ill treatment; he kindly touches her 
heart with his love, ſo that her bowels were moved for him; 1 
and ſhe ariſes to open to her Beloved, but he had withdrawn 
_ himſelf, and was gone: ſhe diligently ſeeks for her Beloved, 
but finds him not; the calls, but he gives her no anſwer. The 
watchmen found her, and ſmote her, and took away her vail. 
Then the charges the daughters of Jeruſalem, that if they find - 
| her Beloved, they would tell him ſhe is ſick of love. Her 
mind was ſo intent in ſeeking her Beloved, that ſhe ſpeaks as 
though every perſon ſhe met with knew him. The Fu aha v 
they make, is, hat is thy Beloved more than another beloved, 3 
that thou diff jo charge us? She then enters into a brief, beau- -* "8 
tiful, and glorious deſcription of her Beloved, in the perfec- 
tion of his perſon, and glory of his doctrine; and expreſſes her 
intereſt in him, till ſhe is Joſt for want of expreſſion to ſet 
forth his real excellency and true glory; ſhe therefore con- 
cludes her deſcription, by obſerving, that he 7s altogether 288 8 
This is my Beloved, arid this Us ” friend, 0 daughters 7 J 
ruſalem. 
in diſcourſing from this very precious and important part 
of God's holy and bleſſed Word, I would take the following : 
method, and conſider the three follow "ing things: : 5 


— - „ 1 g 1 
7 LS e 6 x 
0 ASSES; * c 


I. That ſuch is the ſtate e and condlit tion i of x man \ by nature, 
as to need a friend. 


* 


U. P oint out and ſhe! ww, in a variety c of F particulars, what a 
friend the Lord Jetus & CRInt is 


we Who : are they that can ſpeak the language of the text, 
d lays. Thrs i 75 _ Friend. 


1. Let it hs obſerved, that ſuch is the late and condition 
of man i by nature, as to need 2 friend. 


1. A man that! is loſt and 1 not what way to take, 
ſtands in great need of a kind friend, who is acquainted with 
the way, to direct him right. Is not this the ſtate and condi- 
tion of man by nature? Doth not the Friend of ſinners ſay, he 
came to ſeek and ſave that which was loſt? and the prophet 
declares, that al! we, liz ſheep, have gone aſtray: wwe have turn- 
ed every ene to his own way, Ifa. liii. 6. Is not every power 
and faculty of man's foul ruined and deſtr 754 by fla? Man 
11S 
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3s loſt in his underſtanding; he has no true knowledge of the 

real character of the ever- bleſſed God. Thus ſo many thou- 

lands of precious and immortal fouls are deluded and deceived 

by the great enemy of ſouls, with a vain hope in the mercy of 

| God, not conſidering that he is a God of inflexible juſtice, as 

well as of rich mercy ; and that his mercy is never extended, 

only where juſtice is ſatisfied. Man may be ſaid to be loſt, 
with reſpect to his will and affections. How is the will of man 
biaſed by fin, and the affections alienated from God! how is 

he loſt in his taſte, calling ſweet bitter, and bitter ſweet I 

When the ſoul is convinced by the Spirit of God, he then be- 
4p. gins to ſee his loſt and miſerable ſtate and condition, and his 

-- needof a friend to direct him right. This brings to my mind 

dhe caſe of a godly miniſter, going to preach among ſome 

chriſtian friends, but not knowing the road, and night com- 
ing on, loſt his way in a large meadow : he endeavoured much 
to find a track, but all to no purpoſe: at laſt neceſſity obliged _ 
him with all his might to cry out, L! lat! Whereupon a bull 
began to roar, which greatly terrified him, and cauſed him to 
ceaſe his cry for a while. This brought a profitable meditation 
to his mind, pointing out to his view the diſtreſſed ſtate and 
condition of a ſenſible ſinner, how he endeavours to help him- _ 
ſelf, but all to no purpoſe ; and when neceſſity obliges him to 
cry for help, how the devil roars and terrifies the poor foul : 
therefore it is that he ſtands in need of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the bleſſed Friend of ſinners, who is the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life, to ſhew him the way wherein he may be ſaved; and 
dhat ali the perfeCtions of God harmonize in the ſinner's ſal- 
JJ es OT Os 
2. A man who is very weak and feeble, and has powerful 
and malicious enemies to encounter with, certainly ſtands in 
need of a kind and powerful friend, to give him ſtrength and 
aſſiſtance that he may overcome them, and be delivered out 
of their hands. How feeble has fin rendered all mankind |. 

_ Man is deſtitute of any ſpiritual ſtrength, power or ability, 
like a poor feeble infant, entirely helpleſs, being faſt locked 
up under the power of unbelief. But when the ſoul is en- 

lightened by the Spirit of God, who alone can convince of ſin, : 
it is convinced of its own weakneſs, ſees itſelf to be without . . 
firength, and expoſed to the malice of thoſe cruel and inveterate Ne . 
enemies, the world, the fleth, and the devil. He ſees fin has 
ruined kim, the devil has deluded him, and that the world 

now hates him; the law of God that he has broken, curſes 
him, conſcience accuſes him, divine juſtice condemns him, 

and eternal death threatens him. A view of theſe things fills 
his mind with dreadful fear; it makes the foul tremble, not 

. mL ; Know - 


I 
knowing how to eſcape the vengeance of injured juſtice, being 
not able in the leaſt to ſatisfy its juſt demands, or contend 
with its almighty power. This dreadful ſight of fin, and ſenſe 
of guilt, almoſt makes him deſpair ; and ſatan, that great 
roaring lion, who is continually going about, ſceking whom 
he may devour, greatly terrifies his mind, and makes him cry 
out, O wretched man that I am] how ſnall 1 eſcape the wrath 
to come |! or, in the language of the poor jailer, hat muſi I 
do to be ſaved? Is there any help tor ſuch a vile ſinner as 
me? is there any friend who is both able and wilhng to take 
my part? is there any promiſe in God's holy and bleſſed word, 
to give me any encouragement, that I might truſt therein? 
23. A perſon that is ſick and ſorely diſeaſed, ſtands in need 
of a kind friend as a phyſician, to preſcribe a proper remedy 
in order to a cure, That all mankind are ſick and ſorely diſ- 
eaſed with fin, is evident and clear from our daily experience, 
even without a revelation, What we daily fee, and hourly 
feel, muſt be a real fact, and what even a Bolingbroke * cannot 
deny. Our firſt parents in paradiſe laboured under the pain 
and diſtreſs of this dreadful diſeaſe, before they had any re- 
velation: and a ſick diſeaſed body, is but a faint emblem of the 
dreadful maladies of the ſoul. View the miſeries of your af-. 
flicted relations; hear the groans of little infants juſt entered 
the ſtage of life, with all the ſymptoms of mortality attending 
them; viſit the hoſpitals, ſee the broken bones, and mangled 
bodies; ſome in waſting conſumptions, others in burning fe- 
vers; all theſe ſcenes of horror and diſtreſs, which even make 
nature to ſhudder at the view, and this world appear as an 
_ aceldama : confider fin as a flood-gate, that it has not only 
brought diſtreſs and miſery on the bodies, but ruin and de- 
ſtruction upon the ſouls of millions. Remember, this diſeaſe 
is epidemical and hereditary ; *tis alſo mortal and infectiqus ; 
therefore all are in great danger. Well might the prophet 
fay, The whele head is ſick, and the whole heart faint, Thus ta 
be tick with fin, is the miſery of all; but to be ſick of fin, is - 
only the mercy of thoſe who are ſenſible of its evil and danger, 
and are taught by the divine Spirit to defire deliverance from 
it. Theſe are led to ſee that they ſtand in need of a friend; 
for as our Lord himſelf ſays, The whole have no need of a phy/i= 
cian, but they that are fich. I remember, about two years ago, 
I was deſired to call at a houſe to ſee a young man, about 
twenty-eight years of age, who had loſt the uſe of his 
limbs, and was afflicted with many fores-in different parts of 
his body; and at the fame time was ignorant of the Lord 
| Jeſus Chriſt, the ſinner's only friend. When I came 1 the 


0 A great Infidel, 
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houſe, I was greatly affected with this awful ſcene of miſery” 


and diſtreſs. This young man ſat upon a couch, in that 


afflicted and diſtreſſed condition, which he had been labour- 


ing under for twelve years, and was alſo troubled with fits: 


this brought to my mind the ſituation of thoſe afflicted with 
the pally in the days of our Lord, and his compaſſion to 
them. I told my friend the ſtate of his body was but a faint 


reſemblance of the caſe of his precious ſoul, which was of 
more worth than ten thouſand worlds: that Jeſus Chriſt was 
ſuch a phyſician, that he was able to cure both his body and 


4 Foul, as he could do that that no other phyſician could. With 
treſpect to his body, I told him, I thought there was no ground 


for him to hope it would ever be much better in this world: 


but with reſpect to his ſoul, if he ſaw his loſt ſtate and con- 


dition, and was enabled to deſire ſalvation in God's way, I had 


good news to tell him, that as Jeſus of Nazareth in the days. 


* of his fleſh healed all that had need of healing, ſo there was 
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_ a ſufficiency of merit in his blood and righteouſneſs to par- 


don ſin, and juſtify all thoſe who come to God by him: and 
that the holy Spirit was able and willing to ſanctify him. 


throughout, and make him compleatly holy, and that ſuch 


an object of compaſſion as he, might enjoy a free, full, and 


glorious falvation, without money, and without price. God 
Vas pleaſed to bleſs this viſit to his ſoul, ſo that he quickly 


ſent for me again, to hear more of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, be- 


ing convinced he greatly needed ſuch a friend as Chriſt was. 


God gave him a comfortable ſenſe of his love, he increaſed in 


knowledge, experience, and grace, and though he lived a 


mile and half from where the goſpel was preached, he con- 
trived a way to come and hear it, as he greatly thirſted for it, 
and received great comfort from it. He ſpent much of his 


time in ſecret prayer, took great delight in the holy ſcriptures, 
and all other good books, loved the company and converſation 
of godly people, and died comfortably, about 30 years of 


age, having a good hope through grace; and is now in glo- 


ry, ſinging the praiſes of Jeſus. his beſt friend, among the 
ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, and where the inhabitant ſhall 
4. A perlon very poor, and greatly in debt, muſt of neceſ- 


ſity need a friend, who is both able and willing to pay his 
debts, and free him from the danger and miſery of a priſon.” | 


We may conſider ſin as a debt, it being the ſenſe that God 
himſelf conſiders it in; and a moſt enormous debt it is | God 


is the creditor, man is the debtor, juſtice the demander, con- 


ſcience,/the witneſs, death the bailiff, hell the priſon, the 
devil the jailer, the omnipotence of Jehovah, the great lock 


that. 
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wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth, for ever and ever. 


LIED 
that will keep them confined till the uttermoſt farthing is 
paid. As death leaves the finner, ſo judgment will find him; 


and all who die, not having their debts cancelled, muſt feel 
the wrath and yengeance of an angry God to all eternity, as 


they will never be able to diſcharge the debt. Such is the 
ſtate and condition of man by nature, that he owes to di- 


vine juſtice ten thouſand talents, and hath not one farthing 


to pay; and although the finner hath ſo poor a purſe, he 


hath an exceeding proud heart: not one farthing in pocket, 


but a heart as proud and haughty as ſatan: who can ſay 


then, the ſinner is not in danger? Therefore knowing the terror 
F the Lord, 2 men, ſaith the great apoſtle. Doth 
not this argue th: 


t the ſinner wants a friend? what wilt 
thou do, poor finner, when God calls thee to an account ;— 


When his debt-book is opened againſt thee;—when divine 


Tuftice ſhall demand payment, if thou art not able to pay, 


and haſt no friend to apply unto? Thy conſcience will then 

— "teſtify againſt thee, ſaints and angels will witneſs to the 
juſtneſs of that ſentence the Judge will then pronounce againſt 

| thee; faying, Depart, thou curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared 


for the devil and his angels; where there will be weeping and 


1 


who is a criminal, and ſtands indicted of a breach of 


the law, will need a friend, as a counſellor, to plead his 
cauſe. And what is it the finner is not guilty of? he has 
broke the whole law of God. If we ſay we have no fin, we 


deceive ourſelves, The whole world is become guilty before God; 
w—there is none righteous, no not one';—for all have ſinned, and 


come ſbort of the glory of God. It is a vain thing to deny the 
charge: ſinner, plead guilty now, it will be too late at the 
bar of Jehovah. Conſcience, ſpeak for God; bring to the 


finner's remembrance all his horrid oaths and dreadful curſes, 


with which he has ſo often polluted the air, and dared the 
Almighty to damn him even to his face; range all his impi- 
aus ſpeeches againſt his great Maker, his hatred to his bible, 


and the dear children of God; put him in mind of all his 


- ſabbath breaking, drunkenneſs and debauchery, of all his 
wicked, lying, and rn} if he has been a mo- 
raliſt, or ſelf-righteous phariſee, tell him of his covetouſneſs, 


and idolatry ; the plague of the heart ;—that it is deceitful 
above all things, and deſperately wicked;—that it is like a 
cage of unclean birds;—that the ſpirituality of God's law, 


and inflexible juſtice, take cognizance of every thought; 
that all the ſeeds of fin are in the heart; —and that there 
wants a conformity to the whole law of God;—that the ſin- 


ner 
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treaſon againſt his ſacred perſon, conſpired againſt 


E 


ner is abſolutely ouilty, and needs a friend as a counſellor to 


plead his cauſe. 


6. When any are conſtituted rebels againſt a juſt and 
mighty prince, they need a friend as a mediator to inter- 


cede in their behalf. And here the ſimile ſtands good: ſin- 


ners are the worſt of rebels, as no rebellion is ſo bad, as to 
rebel againſt God: and this we are alſo guilty of, for the 
Lord fays, I have brought up children, and they have rebelled a- 
gainſt me. We have broke thro! all his laws, been guiity of Juen : 

ſt his Son, 
the glorious prince Emmanuel, taken up arms of hoſtility 
againſt our lawful ſovereign ; entered into a league with the 


infernal powers of darkneſs, under the command of the cruel _ 


_ tyrant, and black prince of the bottomleſs pit. We have 
trampled under foot Chriſt's authority, deſpiſed his blood, 


and counted it an unholy thing, and have faid in our hearts 


and actions, Mi «vill not have this man to reign over us. We 
have given up the throne of our hearts to a tyrant, that 
hates the King of heaven, and have torn down the King's 


coat of arms, and hoiſted up that of the devil. In all this 
We have been detected, and taken in the field of action by 


the King's forces. Our crimes have merited eternal death, 
ſentence is paſſed upon us, and we only wait for execution. 
Under theſe circumſtances we greatiy need a friend, as a 

' mediator, to intercede in our behalf before the King our 


JJ. 8 Cs 
7. When perſons have fell into a deep, dark and horrible 


pit, and are no ways able to help themſelves out, they muſt 
ſtand in need of a kind and willing friend to help them out. 


The pit of nature is a horrible pit indeed, and all mankind 
are fallen into it; it is a very dark pit, and very deep, where- 
in is no water, nor any ſupplies, which muſt of conſequence 


render ſuch a ſituation very dreadful; eſpecially if we add to 


this, that there are in this pit a great number of venomous 
creatures, as ſerpents, ſnakes, adders, and other poiſonous 
reptiles. Thus the horrible pit of nature's darkneſs, is a ſtate 
of darkneſs indeed! as there is nat the leaſt glimmering of 


light there; the glorious ſhining of the Sun of Righteouſneſs 


not being enjoyed; for all that dwell in that place are ſtrangers 
to his chearing and divine rays, they being children of darkneſs 
and not of the light. It is alſo a place of greatmiſery, as all 


who dwell there are poor, and blind, and miſerable, and 


_ wretched, and naked, being deſtitute of every thing truly and 
_ ſpiritually good; and being poſſeſſed of every thing really and 
1 property bad, and having na friend in all the world able to 


help them: fathers and mothers can give their children no 
6: = ++ a n+ org relief; 


relief; the neareſt and deareſt friend in all the world cannot 
help another, being all like a company of miſerable beggars, 


All here are in bondage and flavery, being in bondage to the 
law, flaves to fin and fatan; even the worſt of all ſlaves, be- 
ing willing ſlaves: other ſlaves find a way ſometimes to break 
their chains, to make their eſcape, and get their liberty, but 
theſe have it not in their power, had they ever ſuch a will. 
Death always ſets all other ſlaves at liberty, but cannot theſe; 
for even then it brings greater diſtreſs, and makes them far 
more miſerable.—Alfo this ſtate is a ſtate of great danger. 
Perſons in ſuch a ſituation as this, cannot furvive long for 
want of proper ſupplies. Their caſe is deſperate. Alto, a 
ferpent may bite, and unleſs a proper remedy be applied 
quickly, the poifon may kill the patient. Many millions 
haus actually periſned in this forlorn condition, and dangerous 
ſituation. From theſe conſiderations it is evident and plain, 
that our ſtate and condition by nature is ſuch, that we need 
a friend infinitely ſuperior to all human aid and aſſiſtance, 
even ſuch a friend as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is, for there is 
no other name given under heaven, whereby a ſinner can be 
ſaved, but in and through him alone.— I come now, 


1 | flaves or captives, who cannot relieve another's wants, having 
57 | | nothing for themſelves; being involved in the fame common 
#6 1908 | miſery: and wretchedneſs. So it is alſo a ſtate of confinement. 
{8 1 STE 


II. To point out and ſhew, in a variety of particulars, what. 
a friend the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is. 


And this I ſhall attempt to do in alphabetical order, and be- 
Ein wa with the letter A, and ſhew that Chriſt is an Almighty 
Friend. 13 hs es LY | 5 
Unleſs he be an almighty Saviour; our faith is vain, we 
are yet in our fins, and come under that dreadful curſe, 
where it is ſaid, Curſed is the man that truſteth in man, and mah 
eth fleſh his arm, Jer. xvii. 5. If a mere creature could have 
been ſufficient to have compleated the work of man's ſalvation, 
if ſuch an atonement was all that the law and juſtice of God 
_. could require, or if ſalvation had been by our ſincere though 
imperfect obedience, as many will affirm, (Cough quite re- 
| pugnant to ſcripture) and if Chriſt in his life and death were 
only as our example, may it nöt be rational to ſuppoſe, that 
ſo near and dear as the precious Jeſus was te God his divine 
Father, he would have ſpared his dear and well-beloved Son, 
who was with him in eternity, and daily his delight, and have 
ſent on this important errand ſome angelic being, or have 
Po cio” created, 


1 


ereated ſome proper holy perſon to have lived as a pattern and 


example, and to have wrought miracles, as Moſes and others 
have done, (to prove they were ſent of God) to have died as 


a martyr, as moſt of the apoſtles did, as well as many thou- 
' ſands fince; and after all, have taken him up to heaven as he 


did Enoch and Elijah? No, firs, this would not have done; 
our caſe was deſperate; nothing ſhort of almighty power 
could fave a ſinner. Sin is an infinite evil, as it is againft an 


| infinite God; it expoſes the ſoul to an infinite loſs, therefore 


it is that ſinners who die under the guilt of fin, muſt feel the 


wrath and vengeance of God, to an infinite duration : they 


being but finite creatures, and not able to make an infinite 
fatisfaction, which are the demands of a broken law, and the 
inflexible juſtice of the eternal God. What conſtitutes the 
ability of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as our almighty Friend and 
Saviour, is, his being God and man, in one glorious perſon; 
as man, he could ſuffer, bleed and die; as God, he could me- 
rit, by his ſufferings and death; fo that the dignity of the god- 
head gives virtue to the ſufferings of the manhood, and makes 


them of an infinite nature, every way ſatisfactory to all the 


demands of law and juſtice. His life was a perfect obedience ; 


his death a compleat atonement ; his reſurrection a glorious 


proof of the dignity of his perſon, the merit of his ſufferings, 
and ſecurity of ſalvation, compleatly thereby: for as he died 


for our fins, ſo he roſe again for our juſtification, Rom. iv. 25. 


And is able to ſave to the uttermo/? all that come unto God by him, 
| feeing he ever liveth to make interceſſion for them, Heb. vii. 25. 


T BORES, As Chriſt is an almighty friend, may the dear 


dence in him at all times. | DS | 


his ability to fave, we now come to ſhew how free, ready and 
willing he is to give all ſuitable and precious bleſſings, to 
make his dear people happy in time, and glorious to all eter- 
nity. And here it may be proper to obſerve, that he is the 
grand ſtore-houſe, or repoſitory, of all the rich and glorious 


pbpleſſings of grace; as the pſalmiſt ſays, All my ſprings are in 
thee, Pſal. Ixxxvii. 7. He is our ſpiritual Joſeph ; the ſtore- 
houſes are open, and his heart is open, to give like a God. 

His gifts are equal to the dignity of the giver; and as Joſeph 

ſupplied all that eame to him, fo. Jeſus turns none away that 


come to. him aright ; the hungry are filled with good things; 


While the rich are ſent empty away. How bountiful and ge- 

nerous was Joſeph to his brethren ?—how much more ſo is the 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt to all his dear people? But, remember, he. 
55 | 5 gives 


We now come to the ſecond letter, B; from which we ſhall 
_ conſider Chriſt as a Bountiful Friend. As we have conſidered 


—— 


4 
: 


%% ͤ; ! 
gives to none but beggars; therefore be not aſhamed to beg; 
it is an honeſt trade, and when you have fared well yourſelf, 
ſend as many others as you can; and depend upon it, this 
bountiful friend will never be angry with you: and come 
as often as you need favours, he will never ſay you are trou- 
bleſome; remember his own words, FA ye then, being evil, know 
| thow to giue good gifts unto your children: how much more ſhall 
your heavenly Father give the holy Spirit to them that aſk him? 
uke xi, 13. Again, Ye receive not, becauſe ye aſe not, James 
iv. 2. For he is always more ready to give, than ye are to 
receive. Conſider what bleſſings ye need, and remember 
-what he has promiſed in his holy and bleſſed word: all full- 
neſs of grace is in him; all pardon and righteouſneſs you 
will find there; he is of God made unto us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 
ſanctification, and compleat redemption, —If any man lack wiſdom, 
let him aſk it of God, who giveth to all men liberally, and up- 
Braideth not, and it fhall be given him. Remember, how ma- 
ny millions in glory have been ſupplied by him, and are 
continually receiving from him. It is he who ſupplies ever 
living creature, whoſe tender mercies are over all the works of _ 
his hands: but his choiceſt bleſſings are given to the objects of 
his ſpecial love. Think it not too late to come, and that he 
muſt have parted with all before this time, for his fulneſs 
is infinite, and his treaſures inexhauſtible: though he has 
been giving out for above five thouſand years, yet he is not 
one farthing poorer; but is as ready and willing to give now 
as ever; and has commiſſioned all his appointed ſervants, to 
tell every deſiring ſinner to come and welcome to him, as a 
bountiful friend: and that whoſoever cometh, he will in no 


vwiſe caſt out. 9 Oe 
Reflection. As Jeſus is a bountiful friend, may all then de- 
ſire to put their truſt in him; and be encouraged to come at all 
times, with humble boldneſs to a throne of grace, that they 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help them in all their 
tim ane. CV 


Me ſhall now attend to the third letter, which is C; and 
conſider Chriſt as a Comforting Friend. And if we conſider the 
various trials, ſorrows, afflictions, temptations, and diſtreſſes of 
| God's people while here, in this vale of tears, we may eaſily 
ſee how ſuitable and precious this part of Chriſt's character 
is to all his dear children, and how greatly miſtaken the mad 
world are, who vainly ſuppoſe there is no pleaſure and com- 
fort to be enjoyed in the ways of religion: for even the 
bitter things of God's people are far preferable to all the 
ſweets of fin; for they have ſuch pleaſure, and ſuch joy, that | 
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35.1 ; 
the worid knows nothing of, that a ſtranger intermeddleth not 
with. For their joy is not carnal, but ſpiritual ; it reſembles. 
that of heaven in the nature of it, though not in the perfection 
of it; it is not fancied, but real; not tranſient, but everlafting ; 
it ſoftens afflictions, ſooths their griefs ; is a means of ſcatter- 
ing doubts and fears; increaſes faith, and encourages hope: 
it adminiſters comfort, and promotes holineſs ; it has God 


3 for its author, God for its ſupport, and God for its object; as 
the prophet ſays, I wil greatly rejoice in the Lord, my ſoul ſhall 5 


be joyful in my Cod, for he hath cloathed me with the garments & 
alvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteouſneſs. Their 


. joy alſo has God for its end, as it all centres in him; for man's 


chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him for ever.“ 
And the ſoul will never be compleatly happy, till that bleſſed 
period arrives; 'tis what the ſoul above all things longs for, 
having a deſire to depart, and to be with Chriſt, which is far better. 


So likewiſe, the ways and methods this bleſſed friend makes 


uſe of to comfort his dear children, are various;  fometimes 
he comforts them by the application of ſweet and precious 


_ + promiſes, juſt ſuited to the very trials they are exerciſed with: 
at other times, by kind interpoſitions of providence in their 


favour, as in the caſe of good old Jacob, when his brother Eſau 
met him with intent to flay him; and David often found 


| 1 it ſo, when Saul, his inveterate enemy, ſought to take away 
his life. He alſo is pleaſed to comfort by fweet viſits, and pre- 


cious manifeſtations of his love to their ſouls, by the bleſſed 


=, whiſpers of his Holy Spirit, aſſuring them of their intereſt in 


"0 him, and union to him; ſo likewiſe, he often bleſſes chriſtian 
_ converſation, and makes his dear people uſeful for comforting = 


one another, by teſtifying what he has done for them time af- 


ter time: he alſo has given a ſtrict charge to his faithful 


miniſters, ſaying, Comfort ye, comfort ye my people ; ſaith your 


Cod which is to be done by preaching the comfortable doc- 


trines of the gofpel, which are wonderfully calculated for 


comforting God's people. He alſocomforts his people by his 
on ordinances which he has inſtituted, ſuch as baptiſm and 


the Lord's-ſupper, ſinging of hymns, the ordinance of prayer, 
and reading the holy ſcriptures; he hath alſo confirmed it by an 


eath, that by two immutable things, in which it was impoſſible far 


1 God to lie, his people might have ſtrong conſolation, who have fled 
1 Vr refuge to lay hold upon the hope ſet before them, Heb. vi. 18. | 


Reflection, Is Chriſt a comforting Friend? Then let God's 


atflicted children learn to know where to fly in all their 
diſtreſſes, and to ſeek comfort in that way, wherein God has 


This 
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This now br ings us to the fourth letter, which is D; and 


this leads us to conſider Chriſt as a Dear Friend. And how 
dear and precious this bleſſed friend is to his dear children, 
cannot be eaſily deſcribed ; he ſays himſelf, He that loves houſe 
or land, father or mother, wife or children, yea even his own tn 
more thin me, is not worthy of me. Well might the apoſtle Pe- 
ter ſay, Unto you, therefore, which believe, he is precious. Flow 
exceeding dear is the perſon of Jeſus to all true believers | He 
is the chiefe/t among ten thouſand, and altogether lovely. Truly 
excellent and glorious is the friend of ſinners. Exquiſite beau- 
ty ſhines forth in the perſorr of the dear Redeemer. How dear 
is he in all his divine perfections! ſuch as his omnipotence, 
which makes him exceeding dear to them: the language ) 
their ſouls is; Is this bleſſed Friend of ſinners mine? is he = 
poſſeſſed of almighty power ? is he the omniſcient God, who 


is infinite in wiſdom and underſtanding ? is he omnipreſent | ? 


is this eſſential to his nature? does he fill all ſpace ? is he able 
to puniſh for fin? do the devils and damned in hell continu- 
ally feel his almighty power? was he the original framer and 
maker of all things by the word of his almighty power ? was 
it he that garniſhed the heavens, and ſpread the curtain of | 
the ſky ? is he the all-ſeeing God ? does he mark all the acti- 
ons of men? does his eye like a ſun-beam dart through the 
dark ſhades of night, and take cognizance of all the foul deeds 
of ſinners? is he every where preſent at the ſelf-ſame time? is 
his gracious preſence enjoyed by ſaints here, and his glorious 
preſence by the church triumphant above? Then what have L 
to fear, ſince my beloved is mine, and I am his? Likewiſe, how 
dear is this precious Friend in his offices, as Prophet, Prieſt, 
and King. Thus the believing ſinner, ſenſible of his own ig- 
norance, ſees the great neceſſity of inſtruction from this bleſſed 


Friend. He alſo ſees the ſuitableneſs of that bleſſed ſacrifice, 
Jeſus our great High Prieſt once offered up for ſin, and his 
great work of interceſſion, now he is in glory, having fat 
down at his Father's right hand, Where he ever lives to plead 


in behalf of his church and p people. His kingly office alſo, ren- 


ders him exceeding dear to all the happy ſubjects of his grace; 


hae is the crowned King of Zion, being the great King and Po- 


tentate of heaven and earth : the hearts of his beloved ſubjects 
are his throne ; there it is that he ſways his ſceptre ; his lan- 


guage is, My 5h 12 me 22 heart ; and their anſwer is, O * 


conquer every enemy for us. 


His laws are pure and good ,—his 1 aue: 
Hlis yoke is eaſy, —and his burden light. 


His kingdom is a kingdom of righteouſneſs, and his Joving | 
ſubjects pray, Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 15 


in 
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X Ly] 
In heaven, View him in all his relative characters, as a father, 
” Huſband, and brother, and ſee if this precious friend, is not 
exceeding dear to all thoſe fouls that put their truſt under the 
-  Thadowof his divine wings: like as a father pitieth his chil- 
uren, ſo this bleſſed Friend pitieth thoſe that fear him, and hope 
in his mercy; and as he ſays by the evangelical prophet, Thy 
maler is thy huſband, and thy Redeemer, the holy One of Iſrael. 
- TIfa. liv. 5. Likewiſe the great apoſtle declares, That both he 
which ſanctifieth, and they who are ſanfified, are all of one, 
' for which cauſe he is not aſhamed to call them brethren, Heb. ii. 11. 
And if brethren, hen heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with | 
= CI Rom i 8 i 
Reflection. As the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is fo dear and precious | 
a4 friend, let all the dear people of God, beg to have their af- L 
fections more and more. weaned from this vain world; and _— 
be determined to know nothing, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him 3 
crucified, e e TH 
This brings us to the fifth letter, which is E, from which _ 1 
we ſhall conſider Chriſt as an e 0 Friend. And this e = 
part of his character is equally neceſſary to the former, as our 5 


everlaſting happineſs depends upon it; becauſe it is his infi- 
nite nature, infinite perfections, everlaſting love, and the ſweet 
enjoyment of his everlaſting and delightful preſence, which 
will conſtitute the joy and happineſs of the ſaints in glory. 
Eternity engaged his attention in forming a ſcheme of ſalva- 
tion, which ſhould terminate in the everlaſting happineſs and 
delight of the objects of his peculiar love. His mind, will, 
defire, and determination, is ever the ſame reſpecting them; 
for, he is of one mind, and none can turn him. He is a God, that PEE 1 
changeth not, therefore it is we are not confumed. Altho' 3 
he alters in the diſpenſations of his providences, his purpoſe 
remains the ſame. And this is one way he makes uſe of, in N 
order to accompliſh his gracious ends and deſigns; for if thy 
children forſake my law, and walk not in my judgments ; if they 
—» break my ſtatutes, and keep not my commandments; then wil! I viſit 
— heir tranſgreſſions with the rod, and their iniquity with firipes : 
but will he no longer be their friend ? yes, verily; for he him- 


SH ſelf adds, Nevertheleſs, my loving kindneſs will I not utterly tate {| 
From him, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail. My covenant will I > 
ot break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips, Pial. 8 


IXxxix. 30—23. And as the great apoſtle ſays, nothing ſball 
be able to ſeparate us from the Iove of God, which is in Chriſt 0 
Ni.ſis our Lord. If it were poſſible for any thing to ſeparate _ 
= God's people from the everlaſting friendſhip of the Lord Jeſus = 
» Chriſt, ſin would; for that is what broke the original — . 
N N * 
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of friendihip, that ſubſiſted between God and his creature 
man, in the garden of Eden, It was fin that incenied the 
juſtice of God againſt the ſinner, and that alienated the affec- 
tions of man, from God their original centre. Can it be ſup- 

poſed, that God's people can prove any worſe than Jeſus 
Chriſt knew they would? Did he not know what lengths of 
ſin they would run? Were not all the fins of God's people 
laid upon Jeſus Chriſt, their head and ſurety? Did he nor 
atone for all-their offences ? Hath he not faid, I, even I am 
he that blotteth out thy tranſer _ for mine own ale, and will 


not remember thy fins? Iſa. xllii. 25. And hath he not alſo 


declared by his Tdrophet, that when the fins of Iſrael are ſough 


for, they ſhall not be und ? Jer. 1. 20. Are not God's people 
Juſtified from all things, from which they could nat be by the law 


of Moſes? Then what is there that can cauſe Chriſt not to 


be their everlaſting friend? Sin is atoned for and pardoned, 


the law is magnified and made honourable, juſtice is com- 
pleatly fatisfied, ſatan is conquered, death is diſarmed, and 


all the perfections of God harmonize in their everlaſting fal- 


vation. For what Chriſt did, ſhall ſtand for ever; therefore 
he was their friend in eternity, is their friend in time, and has 
promiſed never to leave them, nor forſake them : but will be 


their friend in life, and in death; will appear for them at the 
e day of judgment, and he will prove their everlaſting friend 
when time ſhall be no more. 


Reflection. As Chriſt is his people $ everlaſting friend, may 
it be a means of comforting and encouraging them while here, 


under the continual inſults ang. frowns of numerous and inve- 


terate enemies; and may it raz{e their dejected minds, to con- 
template on that happy period, when they will be abſent from 
the body, and preſent with the Lord ; there to behold with 


pleaſure, all their dear friends gone before them, and to ſpend 
5M glorious eternity with Chriſt their beſt ir iend. 


We ha l now take notice of the ſixth letter, which 18 F; and 


point out Chriſt as a Faithful Friend. 
The faithfulneſs of Chriit as a friend, appears in his punc- 
tually performing all that he has promiſed to us, and all he 


has engaged to do for us. —He profeſſed in eternity to be the 
friend of ſinners; firſt he made them the object of his love, 
then the creatures of his power, the care of his providence, 
the ſubjects of his grace, and the heirs of his glory. Firſt 


they were the objects of his ſpecial love; even in eternity, 


he was rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth, and his delights 


were with the ſons of men; he therefore entered into covenant 


Ga God his divine F ather, and he 8 performs all 
the 
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the conditions of that covenant : ſo that God is honored, 


juſtice ſatisfied, the law magnified, the ſinner pardoned and 


juſtified, through his atoning blood and righteouſneſs; all hell 
confounded ; the holy : angels rejoicing; God and man recon- 
ciled ; heaven and earth meeting; the ſaints adoring ; the 
church triumphant above, and the church militant here, unite- 
ing, and mingling their praiſes of hoſannas and hallelujahs 
to God, and the Lamb, for ever and ever. And thus, the 
friend of ſinners was not only faithful with reſpect to what 
he had engaged f57 us; but he is equally faithful in all he has 
promiſed 7 Us ; which is, grace in time, and glory in eterni- 
ty; the one being the firſt, the other the laſt link in the be- 
liever's golden chain. All quickening, ſupporting and ſupply- 
ing grace, comes from this glorious fountain an id ſource; In 


a0 hen wwe have redempiion through his blood, even the forg! weng 
of ſins, according to the riches of his grace. 


In order to prove Chriſt a fait nful friend, we may call in, as 
witneſſes, good men, and bad; alſo good angels, and devils. 
Firſt, good men: call in the patriarchs; alk Abraham, Haac 
and Jacob. Goodold father Abraham ſays, L bearwitneſs tothe 


glorious truth, that Chriſt is a faithful friend: he called me 


from Ur of the Chaldees : he was faithful to me in every 


place where his providence led me.—Speak, Iſaac, for your 


taithful 2 fays Iſaac, when my £ good old father and mo- 
ther were dead, I always found Chriſt to be faithful to me; 


he raiſed me up friends, and was with me, agreeable to all 2 


the promites he made = and my father. Now let us hear 


what Jacob has to ſay: ſays Jacob, I was under a neceſſity of 
flying, through fear of my brother Eſau; but when I came 


to Bethel, this faithful friend ap 8 to me in a dream, with 


this gracious promiſe, Behold, 1 am with thee, and will beep thee 

in all places whither thou 907 ＋ and 75 bring the? again iis this 
land: for I will not leave thee, until 1 þave gy „ne that which 1 
have ſpoken to thee of, Gen. xxiii. 15. Now if we were to ſum- 


mon in the prophets, they would all teſtify reſpecting this 


bleſſed truth.—Let us call in the apoſtles, and hear their evi- 
dence: they were witneſſes both of the life, death, and reſur- 
rection of this faithful Friend. He roſe the third day, 2Cccord- 
ing to his promiſe, He faithfully accomplithed his promiſe, 
(on the day of Pentecoft) of ſending the Holy Ghoſt, after his 
aſcenſion to glory: as allo, his promiſe of being with them, 
even to the end of the world; and of giving them power to 
work miracles, and ſpeak all languages, and per form great 


and mighty wonders, which he taithfully made good unto 
them. Summon in the 5 — —.— of martyrs, and 


toe waether they will not declare, a a faithful Jelds: yes, fay” 
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| | [ 1 
theſe bleſſed men, Chriſt is a faithful friend; and we are his 
witneſſes: many of us he delivered out of the hands of our 
abs vgs as the three children in the fiery furnace; and 


Daniel in the lion's den; and all of us he ſupported in the fiery 


trial, even to the great amazement of our inveterate and moſt 
cruel enemies. And all the dear people of God, will chear- 


fully teſtify that Chriſt has ever been a faithful friend, having 


always made good his gracious promiſes, wherein he encou- 
raged them to hope.--We will now ſummon in the whole wick- 
ed world, and ſee whether, with all their malice and cruelty a- 


gainſt Chriſt, and his intereſt, they could ever gain their pur- 
poſe, extirpate religion out of the world, and tear up Chriſt's 
intereſt by the roots: witneſs all their cruelty and bloodſhed, 
and horrible maſſacres, Hear their own confeſſion: all that we 
could do, anſwered no purpoſe; for the word of the Lord mul- 


tiplied and grew, the churches increaſed, and Chriſt's intereſt | 
flouriſhed. We could not help ſeeing that Chriſt was faithful 
to his people. And if we aſk the holy angels, they will glo- 
riouſly proclaim Chriſt to be a faithful Friend; ſay theſe glori- 


fied beings, we were hovering round the croſs, with affection, _ 


wonder and amazement; we heard the dying thief's prayer, 


and this faithful friend's anſwer. When death had done his 


office, we chearfully attended our blefled maſter, and were 
witneſſes to the faithful accompliſhment of that precious pro- 
miſe. We bore them both company to the heavenly paradiſe, 


and ſaw Jeſus in all his reſplendent glory, paſs through the 


pearly gates, amidſt myriads of glorified ſaints and angels, 


who immediately bent their ſceptres, and caſt their crowns at 
his feet, whilſt a herald proclaimed, Lift up your heads, O ye 
gates, and be ye lift ＋75 ye everlaſting doors, and the King of 
Glory ſhall come in. * 
to the heavenly hoſt, to make a wheel on the right and left, 
in order to make way for the glorious Redeemer, and his 


Likewiſe a flaming cherub eried aloud 


train. We then ſaw him move towards the azure throne of 


God, his divine Father, who ſaid to his dear Son, Sit thou at 


my right hand, until I make thy enemies thy footſtaol. He then 


_ preſented the penitent thief to his bleſſed Father, who em- 


braced the prodigal, while flaming juſtice ſmiled to ſee the 
crimſon dye, and glorious righteouſneſs with which he ſhone ; 


and all the heavenly hoſt glorified God. Likewiſe, theſe bleſ- 
_ fed ſpirits atteſt how they heard the church at poorer one e- 


vening until midnight, when Peter was in priſon; and that 


quickly one was diſpatched to bring Peter unto them. And 
if we aſk the very devils, they are obliged to declare Chriſt to 
be a faithful Friend. Methinks I fee fatan hurrying on Judas 
to betray Chriſt ; and when the foul deed was done, how 
„5 greedily 
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e 
ereedily did he devour his ſoul— Then he attacks Peter, who 
begins to curſe and ſwear, and deny his Lord: Then the great 
roaring lion opened his dreadful jaws, but Jeſus turned and 
looked upon Peter; reſcued him from the jaws of deſtruction, 
as a miracle of grace; and all that the lion could do, was, to 


5 po his teeth with rage, and confeſs that Peter had a faith- 


ul friend. So likewiſe with equal fury he beſet David, and 
no doubt thought he had accompliſhed his malicious purpoſe ; 


. but he again found, to his great grief, that he had miſſed the _ 
prey, for Nathan the prophet, was ſent to tell him he ſhould _ 


not die, but live, and that the Lord had put away his fin. 
From hence, therefore, it evidently appears, that Jeſus Chriſt 
is a faithful friend. 5 : e 


Refleftion. As Jeſus Chriſt is ſo faithful a friend; have not 


all God's dear children reaſon to be aſhamed of all their baſe ; 
ingratitude, and unfaithfulneſs, to fo faithful a friend as 


Chriſt is ? 


. 8 The ſeventh letter is G: wher Jin we ſhall eonſider Chriſt 


zs a Gracious Friend. And indeed it was rich grace that in- 
clined him to be our friend: for he was under no obligation 
to ſhewus the leaſt@vour, but might have treated man witli 
the ſame juſtice and ſeverity, he did the fallen angels. Well 
might the apoſtle ſay, It is by the grace of God, I am what I 


am. And, To me, who am leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints, is this 


grace given, that I ſhould preach among the Gentiles, the unſearch- 
able riches of Chriſt, Salvation is all of grace, from firſt to 


laſt: it was grace that drew the plan, and grace that executes 


all the glorious purpoſes ; it is free grace, that calls a ſinner 


out of darkneſs into marvellous light; it is an act of free 
grace, as well as ſtrict juſtice, to pardon and juſtify a ſinner; 


it is by the Spirit of grace, that a ſinner is ſanctified, and made 


fit for glory; and it is Jeſus Chriſt, our gracious friend, who 


ſends the Spirit of grace into the ſinner's heart: the law came 


by Moſes, but grace and truth by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 5 
And it is by grace we are ſaved, through faith, and that nat of 
our ſelves, it is the 87/7 of God. — If thou kneweſt the gift of God, 


(faid this gracious Friend to a poor miſerable ſinner,) tow 
wouldeſt have aſked of him, and he would have given thee living 


water, though ſhe had denied him a draught from her pitcher : 
ohn iv. 10. And what is more wonderful ſtill, is, that this 


grace is given to enemies and rebels againſt him; even to 
thoſe that murdered him. How did this gracious Friend with 
his dying breath ſay, Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do ! And commiſſioned Peter to tell the very ſame 


perſons, after his reſurrection and aſcenſion, when they were 


pierced 


„ SE 
pierced to the heart, that the promiſe was 10 them, and ther 
children, and to all who were afar F, even as many as the Lord our 5% 
God ſhould call. Which promiſe, was a promiſe of grace and 
mercy, pardon and forgiveneſs, life and falvation.—Beſides, 74 
the character he gives himſelf, and proclaims himſelf by, is, 
The Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, and abundant 
in goodneſs . and truth, forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſion and ſm, 
Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. Likewiſe, he is a gracious Friend, as he gives LE 
grace to his people, to quicken, ſupply, ſupport and comfort... ** 
them, under afflictions and trials; as when his ſervant Paul 
had a thorn in the fleſh, and fled to his gracious Friend, he 
received this agreeable anſwer, Ay grace is ſufficient for thats 
He alſo gives grace to withſtand temptatioa, that his people 
be not wholly overcome by the enemy; as he did to Peter, 
when he told him, Satan hath deſired io have you, that he may 
fift peu as wheat : but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith 
fail nit, Matt. xxii. 31, 32. He gives grace to poor backſli- 
ders, by healing their backſlidings, and loving them freely; 
and alſo by pouring forth a Spirit of grace and ſupplication 
upon his children, enabling them to plead with him as a co- 
venant God, they having a right to all covenant pleſſings 
he has promiſed in his holy and bleſſed ww ord.—In all thele 
VIEWS, he appears to be a gracious friend indeed. 


Reflftion O, to grace how great a debtor 
; Daily I'm conftrain'd to be! 
Let that grace now, like a fetter, 
Bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord, [ feel it; 
Prone to leave the God I love; 
Here's my heart, O take and ſeal it, 
Seal it from thy courts above. 


This brings us to the next letter: which i N; and here we 

ſhall treat of Chriſt as an Honorable Friend. Here it may 
be proper to obſerve, that the dear Redeemer in himſelf, is 

a moſt honorable perſon. Real dignity and glory are eſſential 

to his divine nature. All the titles he aſſumes, are honorable 
titles. Every character, office and relation he makes himſeif 
known by, are honorable ones. But his being an honorable 

friend to all true believers, more particularly appears, 

in his entering into covenant with God his divine Father, 
and the holy Spirit, and propoſing to inflexible juſtice, and 

God's holy and righteous law, honorable terms and c 
every way adequate to all the richteous requirements of the 
1 7 one, and juſt demands of the other. All his un ee - 
| | | and 


1 

and glorious actions, are honorable ones; and in the execu- 
| tion thereof, he has gained great honor and renown, by ſpoil- 
ing all the powers of darkneſs, and putting to rout all 
the legions of the bottomleſs pit, with all the fury and 
rage of a wicked world; having been at the very capital, dy- 
ing his garments in the blood of his enemies, as the prophet 
gloriouſly deſcribes him in his return from the victory, faying, 
Ii ho is this that cometh from Edam, with dyed . e Box- 
rah? this that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatneſs 
of his flrength? I that ſpeak in righteouſneſs, mighty to ſave. 
And when the enquiry is made, 2 herefare art thou red in thine 
apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth in the wine-fat? 
the anſwer is, I have troden the wine-prefs alone, and of the peb- 
ple there was none TW!! th me: for I will tread then tn mine anger, 
and trample them in my fury, and their bloid foall be ſprinkled 
upon my garments, and I will ſtain all my raiment. For the 
day of vengeance is in my heart, and the year of my redeemed 
75 come, Iſa, Ixiii. Iz—4- And thus he has gained a compleat 
: conqueſt over every enemy, reſcued all his dear people out of 
the jaws of deſtruction, and opened a glorious way for the 
communication of rich grace, and the ſweet manifeſtation of 
God's love to their fouls. He alſo treats with his dear chil- 
dren in an honorable way, and confers great honors and fa- 
vours upon them. What an honor has he done his miniſ- 
ters, by giving them a commiſſion, making them ſucceſsful, 
and rewarding their labours, with a crown of righteouſne oſs 
in the end, ſaying, Well 10 good and faithful ſervants; enter 
ye into the joy of your Lord. He alſo honors his people with 
his comforting, ſenſible preſence, the ſweet viſits of his love, 
and tokens of his divine favour.—So likewiſe he has honored 
our nature, by taking it into union with his divine.nature.— 
He has done great honor to the church, by marrying her, 
and taking her into fo near and honorable a relation. He 
has done great honor to the grave, by lying in the ſame 


f duſty bed in which his people lie: and he will honor them: 


in the glorious reſurrection, as they ſhall rite firſt, to 5 
ing glory and happineſs; for though the one be ſfoymn 
diſhonor, it ſhall be raiſed in glory. likewiſe, 855 
will be in honor with him to ail ete it inheriting the 
kingdom prepared for them from the Foundart 1 Or he 
world. | 5 
Neſfection. As Chrict has fo bene hl people, firs 
they ought to be very zealous for his honor and glory; an 
above all, deſire never to be aſhamed of him, nor a ſham 
or diſgrace to hun. 
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We now come to the ninth letter, which is I; and ſhalt 


conſider Chriſt as an Inviting Friend. And here we may 
take ſome notice of the dignity and glory of the perſon in- 
viting the miſery and wretchedneſs of the perſons invited; 
What they are invited to;—with the import of the invita- 
tion. The glorious perſon inviting, is the eternal God, the 
ſecond perſon in the ever bleſſed trinity, infinite in power, 
majeſty and glory. Likewiſe, there is all fulneſs of grace in 
him, and a real fitneſs in thoſe bleſſings he is poſſeſſed of, to 
do every poor needy ſinner good. The Saviour's merits are 
exactly ſuited to the ſinners neceſſities. The blood of Jeſus, 
which alone is the procuring cauſe of pardon, is juſt what 
the ſinner needs; as it is that which cleanſeth from all fin ; 

and the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is compleat and perfect, being 

Juſt ſujted to juſtify a condemned ſinner. It is the ſpirit and 
grace of Jeſus alone, that regenerates and ſanctifies a ſinner, 


and makes him meet to be a partaker of the glorious inheri- 


tance of the ſaints in light ; for, if children, then heirs ; heirs 
, God, and joint-heirs with the Lord Feſus Chriſt. Likewiſe, 
there js a freeneſs in his nature to impart thoſe bleſſings, and 
the invitation he makes is free, Ho, every one that thirftth, 
come ye to the waters; and he that hath no money, come ye ; bu 


And cat, yea come, buy wine and milk, without money, and without 


price, Iſa. lv. 1. Likewiſe, the perſons invited are miſerable 
_ objects of diſtreſs, being the poor in ſpirit, whoſe hearts are 
broken with fin; who are weary and heavy laden, groaning 
under the enormous weight and burden of guilt, which lies 
with great preſſure upon the mind and conſcience, ſo that 
the foul can have no reſt day nor night, but is in continual 
diſtreſs and grief. Alſo, thoſe who hunger and thirſt after 
righteouſneſs, with all repenting and returning prodigals, are 
characters deſcribed in the word of God, and ſuch that Jeſus 
invites.—W hat this bleſſed Friend invites to, are bleſſings of 
the utmoſt importance: they are not ſmall bleſſings, but ex- 
ceeding great in their nature, as there is an intrinſic excel- 
lency and value in them. The poor in ſpirit, are invited to 
ſpiritual riches; the broken hearted, to ſpiritual healing; 
thoſe who are weary and heavy laden, to ſpiritual reſt; come 
to me, ſays this bleſſed Friend, and ye ſhall find reſt for your 
fouls. And though this world is not their reſt, it being pol- 
luted, yet they reſt in the love of Jeſus here, as the pſalmiſt 
expreſſes it, Return to thy reſt, O my ſoul, for the Lord hath deat 
bountifully with thee, Pſal. cxvi. 7. And there is a bleſſed reſt 
remains for the people of God. All that hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſs are invited to the goſpel feaſt, where there 
e | | | is 
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beggary, to royalty; from darkneſs, to glorious light; from a 
poor mean cottage, to a glorious paradife above.— He farther 
manifeſts his kind and loving friendſhip, by giving them faith 


to believe in, truſt and depend upon him, for all that they 


need, for body or ſoul, life or death, time or eternity. Alſo, 


in giving them true and evangelical repentance for fin ; 
ſweet and precious promifes to rely upon; comforting and 
divine ordinances, wherein he has graciouſly promiſed to meet 


with them, and bleſs them. Alſo, his kindneſs and love is 
manifeſted in all the various diſpenſations of providence, he 


is pleaſed to exerciſe them with, as theſe are all intended for 
Important ends and purpoſes, and are well adapted for great 


deſigns of mercy; he having promiſed, that they ſhall al! 
work together for good to them that love him, and are the called _ 
according to his purpoſe. This friendſhip is farther ſeen in grant- 


ing ſupporting grace, in ſanctifying us here, interceding for 


us in glory, and at laſt bringing us ſafe home into his hea- 


venly kingdom, there to ſpend a bleſſed and happy eternity, 
in celebrating the high praiſes of our glorious Friend for ever 
Refleftion. As Chriſt is fo kind and loving a friend, ſurely 


we ought to manifeſt our love to him, by a ſtri& obſervance 


pf all his commands, and by affectionate tokens of loving- 
_ kindneſs to all the brethren = SS | 


The next letter which comes under conſideration, is M; 


and here we ſhall ſhew, that Chriſt is a Merciful Friend. 


How ſuitable is mercy to the miſerable, and what a precious 
bleſſing is it to have fo merciful a Friend! And indeed, 


Jeſus is the original fountain of this rich mercy; it all comes 


rom him: it is one glorious name he proclaims himſelf by, 


ſaying, I am the Lord, the Lord Cod, gracious and merciful. 


The cauſe of this divine merey, is not our miſery ; for all 
are miferable by nature, but all do not partake of this divine 


mercy: neither is it our merits, or ſelf-rightebuſneſs; for al! 
works before faith are full of fin; and therefore cannot pleaſe 
God, much leſs merit any thing at his hands. And even 
works which are good in their nature, afid which may do 


good to the objects on whom they are beſtowetl, yet not flow- 5 


ing from a right principle, which is faith, ire not acceptable 


= 


to God.—And even the works of good men; yea true believ- . 
ers, whoſe works alone are acceptable and well pleaſing to 
| God, yet theſe ate not meritoriotis; for, as- the apoſtle ſays, 


after all, we ate unprofitable ſervants. And though the 


works of God's people are ſpoketi of in ſcripture, it is only _ 
 faid, #heit works foil follot them, Tiot ge before them, in or- 


der 
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der to merit heaven for them. Neither do any works, even 


perfectly keeping the whole law, merit ſalvation, nor can any | 


perſon, if it were poſſible for him to keep the whole law, 
need any ſalvation : for where there is no tranſgreſſion, there 


can be no guilt; and if noguilt, no puniſhment; and fo, by 
conſequence, no need of ſalvation. The promiſe made to 
Adam, in caſe of obedience, while in a ſtate of innocence, 
was only a paradiſaical life, and not a heayenly ane; which 
appears very plain, as he was baniſhed from it as ſoon as he 
had finned. And when the ruler came to Chriſt, ſaying, 
Good maſter, what ſhall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 
Dur Lord knowing him to be a phariſee, bids him keep the 
lau; he readily replies, all theſe have I obſerved from my 
pouth up: our Lord then tells him, there was one thing lacx- 
ing: go thy way, ſell whatſoever thou haſt, and give to the por; 
and thou ſhalt haue treaſure in heaven: and come, take up the 
© groſs, and follow me, Mark x. 17,—21. Which plainly im- 
plwiles, that though he had kept the law, as he thought, yet 
this could not give him a title to eternal life; but our Lord 
\ bids him part with all, and give to the poor, and take up his 
cCroſs and fallow him, This would haye proved him to be a 
changed man, one that was willing to part with all for Chriſt, 
And the goſpel; and ſo a genuine diſciple : and therefore it 
follows, that had he given this evidence of his being a rea! 
believer, he would certainly have inherited eternal life. Upon 
the whole, it is abundantly evident, that it is Chriſt's works 
alone, in his life and death, that are the meritorious cauſe f 
eternal life; and faith in his merits and righteouſneſs alone, 
that brings us to the enjoyment thereof. Therefore, this di- 
| — divine ſovereignty, everlaſting 
_ loye, and infinite goodneſs; and principally appears in the 
9 apes af grace, redemption through his blood, pardon of 
IN an 


juſtification by his righteouſneſs, ſanctification by his. 


__ Spirit, in regenerating grace, and compleat ſalvation.— The 
Excellency of this divine mercy, is, that it is infinite, eter- 
nal, and ſuper-abounding ; for where ſin did abound, the 

Lrace and mercy of Chriſt doth much more abound. This 
merey is rich, amazingly free, diſtinguiſhing, immutable and. 
#,, " VE RO EEC 
* _ Keflefttan, Let God's dear children ever remember and con- 
der the glorious fountain of this rich grace, and earneſtly 
pray that it may be a means of mortifying their ſelf-righteous 


- 


* 


pride, and teaching them to, aſcribe the who!e glory of ſalva- 
ion to free grace alone. en POOR: 


* 
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We now come to the next letter, N; and here we fhall 
conſider Chriſt, as a Notable Friend. i his will conſpicuouſly 
appear, if we conſider with what readineſs, chearfulneſs, and 


_ diligence, he executed every part of his Father's work, which 
_ conſiſted in doing good to the bodies and ſouls of men; as 


he himſelf tells us, ſaying, I mu/t work the work of him that 
{ent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when na man can 


 %verh, John ix. 4. View him in all the ſcenes of his life, and 


you will ſee how active he was in every part of his work, 


| See him working miracles, healing the ſick, giving ſight to 


the blind, caſting out devils, cleanſing of lepers, feeding the 


' multitude, and raifing the dead. Conſider alfo, how much 


time he ſpent in prayer; ſometimes teaching his diſciples 


do pray; at other times praying for them; praying for the 
| Increaſe of his kingdom, and fucceſs of the goſpel; thus he 


often ſpent whole nights in prayer, At other times he was 


preaching the word : ſee the excellent ſermon he preached 


Upon the mount : how were his diſcourſes calculated both 
for conviction and comfort! His ſermons were remarkably 


plain, faithful, affectionate, ſound, experimental and practical. 


After all, ſee him giving himſelf up freely, into the hands of di- 
vine juſtice, in order to make his foul an offering for fin. 
View him at the paſſover, and inſtituting the Lord's ſupper. 


Follow him to the garden; there fee his agony and bloody 
ſweat ! ſee him betrayed into the hands of ſinners, brought be- 


fore the high prieſt, ſpit upon, buffeted, ſmitten, and ſcourg- 
ed; brought to Pilate's bar, ſtripped, the ſcarlet robe, (or 


old cloak) put upon him, and crowned with thorns by the 1 


Roman ſoldiers; then led to Calvary, nailed to the croſs, gall 


and yinegar given him to drink, and his fide pierced with a 


bloody ſpear! With what chearfulneſs and alacrity did he 
paſs through every ſcene of action] thus he was led as a lamb 


79 the ſlaughter, and as a ſheep before her ſhearers is dumb, ſo he 


openeth nit his mouth; but freely laid down his life for the _ 
aa Fe is likewiſe as induſtrious now he is in heaven, for 
he ever liveth to make interceſſion for all the choſen race, and 


ws 


continues to ſend the hong Spirit, agreeable to the gracious 
promiſe he made his diſciples when he was about to depart, 


that when he went away he would ſend the Comforter, even the 
Spirit of truth, And thus he will continue to execute all his 


« 1 deſigns, till the laſt ſtone ſhall be brought 25 with: i 


ſhoutings, crying, grace, grace unto it. Then ſhall he give up 


| his mediatorial kingdom, that God may be all in all. "4 
\. Refleftion, May the conſideration of Chriſt as a notabls _ 
"Friend, ftir up all the people of God to a greater adtivity 


and 


| 1 
and zeal in his work and ſervice, and teach them day by day 
to give up themſelves, body and foul, as a living facrifice, 
holy and acceptable m his fight. GS | Ti 


The next letter is O; and here we ſhall treat of Chriſt, as 
the ſinner's Only Friend. It is true, that God the divine Fa- 
ther, and the Holy Spirit, are equally friends to ſinners with 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo that when we ſpeak of Chriſt, as 
the ſinners only friend, we do not mean to exclude either the 

Father, or divine Spirit, becauſe they were equally concerned 
in their diſtinct offices and engagements, in order to bring 
about the glorious and compleat ſalvation of miſerable ſinners, 
- "Therefore, in conſidering Chriſt as our only friend, 1 ſhall 
conſider him in his mediatorial office, and as the one and only 
mediator, agreeable to what the apoſtle (declares, that there 
ts one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Chriſt 
Feſus, 1 Tim. ii. 5. If we conſider what we are by nature and 
practice, and what fin has done to us; how it has ſeparated | 
and broke the original bond of friendſhip, that ſubſiſted between 
God and his creature man, by alienating the mind and af- 


feections of man from God, and incurring the wrath and ven- 


geance of God againſt man: Upon theſe principles it is evi- 

dent, that there can be no communion or correſpondence _ 
between the affended God, and offending man, without a re- 

_ conciliation ; neither can that be brought about, without 2 
mediator : and herein the friendſhip of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 

appears, as the ſinner's only friend, being every way qualified 

for fo great and important a work and office, as a mediator _ 

between God and man, and: being ready and willing to exe- 


cute this office in behalf of miſerable guilty ſinners ; and 2 


which he has done, and alſo had a right to do, he being the 
choſen of God his divine Father, and receiving a commiſſion 
for the execution of this important office; as well as being 
3 for it. He was God and man in one glorious per- 
fon, as he took upon him our nature, which gave him the 
right to redemption; and in this view he could ſatisfy for fin, 
in the ſame nature that ſinned, which was neceſſary to be 
done; and by this means the law of God was magnified, and 

made honorable; and hereby he was capable of ſuffering 

death alſo, which was the penalty of the law, that he might _ 
be merciful as well as faithful, and ſo have a fellow-feeling 
with his dear children in all their afflictions and temptati- 
ons; and alfo, that he might be pure and holy, ſo as to offer 


- . himſelf up without ſpot to God. It was likewiſe neceſſary he 


thould be God as well as man, that he might be able to draw 
Fgh to God, and propoſe terms and conditions. of 975 


This union of the human and divine nature in the glorious 
perſon of the Redeemer, likewiſe gives virtue to his obedience 


Wa 


and ſufferings, ſo as to make them of a ſatisfactory nature 


and that poor ſinners might have a ſure baſis and foundation 


to truſt upon for pardon and falyation, and be thereby indu- 


; ced to aſcribe that honor which | is due to his great: and bleſ- ; 
ſed name. 


Reflettion. How ought the people of God, to bleſs God the | 
eternal Father, who gave this mediator; and love the bleſſed _ 


Jeſus, who fo readily and willingly executed that very impor- 
tant office; and adore the Holy Spirit, who applies all mop 


glarigus bleſſings that AE anfeuern eden. 


We now enter upon the next letter, which ! is P; and here 
we ſhall confider Chriſt, as a Prudent Friend. Thus he ſpeaks 


of himſelf by the name of Wiſdom, ſaying, J Miſdom dwell 1 


with prudence, Prov. viii. 12. And God his divine Father 


| ſpeaks of him likewiſe, ſaying, My ſervant ſhall deal prudently, 


Ifa. Iii. 13. And the prudence of Chriſt, as the ſinners friend, 


will appear in the whole of his conduct. When his enemies 
endeavoured to entangle him by their queſtions, what wiſe 


and prudent anſwers did he giye them, ſo as to confute them 


70 their Races? When — 6 alked ge whether it was lawful 


AW YT 


= Fabeck money; * then enquires, WW, 22 15270 image ca fuper- 
Feription? they aid unto him, Ceſar's. Then ſaid he unto them, 


render to Cæſar the things that are Ceſar” g, and to God the things 


tgtat are God's, Mark xii. 16, 17. So likewiſe, when he taught 
the people in the temple, and preached the goſpel to them; 


the chief prieſts and ſcribes came to him, and atked by what 


authority he did thoſe things; how wiſe and diſcreet he an- 
ſfwered them, by propoſing ſuch a queſtion to them, as they 
were not willing to anſwer, reſpecting the baptiſm of John, 


whether it was from heaven, or of men? They reaſoned with 
themfetves, faying, if we ſhall ſay, from heaven, he will ſay, why 


then believed ye him not: Put if we ſay of men, all the people 
quill Bone us, for they be perſuaded that Fohn was a prophet. 


Therefore they anſwered that they could not tell whence it 


was. And Jeſus ſaid unto - them, Neither tell J you, by what 
5 authority I @ theſe things. But the great wiſdom and prudence 
af Chriſi, as the ſinners friend, moſt glorioully appears in all 
that he has done for them, in all his works in them, and in 
all he intends for them; as well as in the diſpenfations of 


his providence reſpecting them: when they need comfort and 


* how ſuitably and ſufficiently dath he give it, in great 


wiſdom 


> 
* 
x 
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mo 


vine raptures they are now in the poſſeſſion of, with the 
and ſinging the praiſes of Jeſus, their bleſſed friend, for ever | 
and ever. G e 
of God this prudent leſſon, to be humble and ſubmiſſive un- 
this point, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is a prudent 
friend, does all things right and well, and knows infinitely 
Petter than all his creatures, what is for the beſt, 


Ihus next letter is Q; and here we fhall cbnfder Chriſt, 
25 2 Duickening Friend. 3 


ws is bar life, hall appear, thn | 
in glory, Col. iii. 3, 4 | 


[gt] 


_ wiſdom and prudence: when they need chaſtiſement and cor- 


rection, for their {ins and tranſgreſſions againſt him, how pru- 
dently doth he lay it on them, ſo as to anſwer the end and 
zurpoſe he intends and deſigns thereby. And how prudently 
Fas he appointed the exact time, as well as proper mtans, 
for the accompliſhment of his gracious purpoſes; as in the 


7 caſe of Moſes's prefervation, that Pharaoh's daughter ſhould 


be the inſtrument: here was great prudence, ſhe being the 
moſt proper perſon, being the king's daughter. So likewiſe, 


the exact time ſhe ſhould come that way; had ſhe come ſooner 
the child might have been aſleep, and fo not have been no- 
ticed by her: or had ſhe been longer, his little heart might 


have burſt with grief, or he might have died for want of care. 
The prudence of this bleſſed Friend of ſinners, is alſo difco- 
vered in all he intends for them; eſpecially that glory and 


| happineſs he has reſerved for them in the kingdom of heaven. 


For eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive, what great things the Lord hath laid 


up in heaven, for all thoſe that love and ferve him. How 
prudent has Chriſt ordered all, that the bitter ſhould come before 


ie ſweet, ſorrow before joy, the croſs before the crown; and 
_— this means they ſhould be the more fitted for heaven; 
in order that the glory thereof may be the ſweeter to them. _ 
And how will it heighten their joy in heaven; to reflec on . 
what they once were, and what they now are! what they 
deſerved as ſinners, and what they enjoy as ſaints! what they 
had been by nature, and what = are made by grace! 
what comfort they enjoyed amongſt C : 
ſweet communion they had with God on earth; and what di- 


church triumphant above; and what divine joy, as well as 
glory, they are made partakers of, in beholding the glories, 


Reflection. May thee facred truths teach all the dear people 


er 


der every diſpenſation of providence, ſo feſolving it all in 


Chiift is the believer's life, as the apoſtle ſays, Ihen Chri/, 
. ountain of life, being the 
„ believ- 


od's people, and what 


. a 
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r S 


5 


heliever's head: And our life is hid with Chrift in God, He 
is the bread of life, that came down from heaven, of which 
if a man eat he ſhall live for ever. It is he that gives na- 
tural, ſpiritual,” and eternal life; he breathed into man the 


breath of life, and he became a living ſoul, It is he, by his 
holy Spirit, and heavenly grace, that quickens his children 


| when dead in treſpaſſes and fins; and he not only makes 
them alive at firſt, but makes them lively in the acts and: 
_ exerciſes of faith, love, and every grace. That the chil- 


dren.of-God, as well as others in a ſtate of nature, are dead 


in treſpaſſes and fins, is clear and plain both from ſcripture 
and experience. Firſt, they are dead in fin, not having by 
nature the leaſt power or ability to perform any ſpiritual act, 
as the underſtanding is full of darkneſs, the will full of diſ- 
obedience, and the affections are alienated from God. Man 
is alſo dead with reſpect to his taſte, hearing, converſation 
and breath. The dead ſinner is entirely deſtitute of ſpiritual 
breath, being an entire ſtranger to a ſpirit of prayer and ſup- | 
plication.—It is faid of Saul, after his converhon, Behold, he 
prayeth; which evidently proves, that although he was a 
Phariſee, and had great zeal and much ſincerity, yet till 


that time was a ſtranger to real prayer. The ſinner is, in- 


deed, alive and active reſpecting the things of time and ſenſe : 


for inſtance ; how active is the pleaſure-taker, in the purſuit 


of pleaſure; and the man of honor, to attain his purpoſe ; | 

and the covetous wretch, to add to his beloved heap ; but 
with reſpect to ſpiritual things, it may be ſaid of them, as 
it is of idols, They have eyes, but they ſee not; ears, but they 
hear not; tongues, but they ſpeak not; hands, but they handle not; 
fret, but they walk not; neither is there any breath in their noſtrils, 
Pſa. cxv. 5, 6, 7. So likewiſe ry Ser be ſaid to be dead, 
as they are guilty in the ſight of ( | 
of death; for he that believeth not, is condemned already, John 
Hi. 18. Nothing ſhort of the almighty power of this quick- 
ening Friend, can quicken a dead ſinner.— This divine and 
ſpiritual life, is a new creation: and who created man at 
firſt? it was God. And can it be rational to ſuppoſe, that 
a leſs power is required to quicken, or new create, a dead 

 finner, than to give him an exiſtence ? But the friendſhip of 

_ Chriſt, as a quickening friend, will further appear, if we 
conſider what this divine and ſpiritual life conſiſts in; it 

- conſiſts in a life of faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; a life of 
communion with God; a life of comfort and conſolation in 
the promiſes of the goſpel; a life of juſtification, ſanEtifica- 
tion, and in God's time, it will terminate in a life of glori- 


od, and under ſentence 


fication, with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for ever andever. 


„ 
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R-flettion, If we are fo happy as to have a good hope 


through grace that this bleſſed eſus is our quickening Friend, 
et us ever remember what obligations of love and gratitude 
we are under for io precious and important a blefiing. 


This brings us to the next letter, which is R; and here we 
Mall conſider Chriſt as a Reſolute Friend. 1 
Ine appellations given him, and characters he hears in 


feripture, prove the reſolution of his mind: he is called, The 


Captain of the Lord's haſt, Joſh. v. 14. And, The Lion of 
the trile of Fudah, Rev. v. 5. The wonderful actions alſo, 
which he has performed, ſhew him to have great courage 


and reſblution. He was determined from eternity, to be 


the finmer's Friend. He well knew what difficulties lay in 


the way; what oppoſition he ſhould meet with, and what 
dangers he would have to encounter, ariſing from the ſtate 


and condition poor finners were in. He well knew injured | 
Jjuſtice would not ſpare him one moment, nor abate him one 
farthing; and that God's holy law would pour forth all. its 


dreadful curſes on his guiltleſs ſoul ; that legions of devils 
would fall upon him with dreadfui roar, and endeavour to de- 


vour him, if poſſible; that wicked men would hunt after his 


life to take it away; that ſorrow and diſtreſs ſhould follow 
him, from the eradlè to the croſs; that the birds of the air 
Mould have neſts, and the foxes ſhould have holes, but the 


Son of Man not know where to lay his head: that God his 
divine Father would forſake him, and the agonies of death 


and pains of hell, take hold upon him : that he thould ſweat 
great drops of blood in the garden, and his ſoul be exceed- 


ing ſorrowful within him. A view of theſe things did not 
diſcourage him in the leaſt; but, fo} the jey ſet before bim, 
he endured the croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame, Heb. xii. 3. 


Overcame every enemy, ſurmounted every difficulty, came 
off a mighty conqueror, compleated a glorious falvation, 


ſecured everlaſtir.g glory and honour to himſelf, opened che 
grand ſtore-houſe of grace and merey for guilty ſinners, and 


proved himſelf to be, in the preſence of men, angels and de- 
vils, a reſolute Friend, in behalf of all true believers, for e- 
ver and ever. % ũ ů » : 


Reflection: May the conſideration of Chriſt, as a reſolute 
Friend, inſpire the people of God with a holy reſolution, and 
chriſtian courage, in oppoſing all the temptations of in and 


ſatan; and make them faithful unto death, that they may 
receive a crown of everlaſting liſe, | 
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à ſufficiency of power in his arm, to keep me 
_ unto ſalvation. There is alſo a ſufficiency of wiſdom in 
Chriſt, to direct me aright through this waſte howling wil- 
derneſs; as well as a ſufficiency of goodneſs in Chriſt, to 
_ ſupply all my needs, as David ſays, The Lord is my ſhepherd, 
I fall not want, Pſa. xxiii. 1. In my Father's houſe, there 
is bread enough and to ſpare. He has balſams to heal my 
wounds, wine to chear my heart, oil of joy to make glad my 
. _ countenance, the grace of faith to make me rich, the beſt robe 
to put upon me, ſhoes for my feet, a ring for my finger, a 
manfion-houſe for me to dwel 


1380 


The next letter is S ; and here we ſhall conſider Chriſt, as 
a Sufficient Friend. : _ 


When Jacob heard that Joſeph was alive, the good old 


patriarch ſaid, It is enough. And when a poor diſtreſſed ſin- 
ner is told by the bleſſed Spirit of God that the Lord Jeſus 
_ Chriſt is his friend, he ſays, It is ſufficient, I want no more; 
My beloved is mine, and I am his. And although my fins are 


as black as hell, and I a guilty rebel, the blood of my bleſſed 


Friend is ſufficient to cleanſe me, and make me as white as 
mow; and his precious merits are ſufficient to procure a 
_ compleat and glorious pardon for all my aggravated guilt. 


There is alſo a ſufficiency in his divine righteouſneſs, to juſ- 


_ tify my poor ſoul before a heart-ſearching and rein- trying 
God; and a ſufficiency of grace in his Spirit, to ſanctify me 


throughout, and make me meet and fit for glory. There is 


t | in for ever, a crown of glory 
in view, a throne and paradiſe above, with the glorious 
ſtate-chariot, paved with love, and troops of the life-guards 


of heaven to attend me, with a large 8 of love in his 
heart to heal all my backſlidings, and exceed 
precious promiſes to ſupport me under the greateſt diſtreſſes, 


ing great and 


as, I will never leave thee, nor forſake thee, Heb. xiii. 5. 


And, [-will put my fear in thy heart, that thou ſhalt not de- 


part from me, Jer. xxxii. 40. With every thing ſuited to the 


taſte, beautiful to the ſight, charming to the ear, raviſhing to 
the heart, ſtriking to the paſſions, and ſatisfying to the foul 
of a believing ſinner. And I have a commiſſion to tell every 


inquiring ſinner, that there is yet room, 


Wealth and honour I diſdain; 
- FEarthly comforts all are vain; 
Theſe can never ſatisfy— ?- 
Give me Chriſt, or elſe I die. 
Nothing elſe do I require; 
Only Jeſus I deſire. 


hrough faith 


Hear 


e 
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A Hear my never ceaſing cry,— 
bs. | _ Give me Chriſt, or elſe 1 die. 


| Refleftion May the view of Chriſt as a fafficient friend, en- 
courage every poor. indigent ſinner to come to this glorious 
ſtore-houſe of gotpel bleſſings, for every ſuitable ſupply ey 
need, for body or ſoul, life or death, time or me ns 


0 
bi "IA 


Y We come now to the next letter, T; and here we ſhalt 
| ſhew, that Chriſt is a Tricd Friend; as the prophet declares, 
| Therefore, thus ſaith the Lord God, behold, I (py in Zion for 
a foundation, a ſtone, a tried ſtone, a precious corner tone, a ſure 
foundation : he that belicveth, ſhall not make haſte, Iſa. xxvill. 16. 
God his divine Father has tried him ; he poured forth the 
= vials of wrath upon him, all which he bore with great firm- 
8 neſs and courage. The law of God has tried him, and pour- 
ed forth all its dreadful curſes upon him; theſe he alſo ſu- 
tiained with great fortitude. Divine Juftice tried him, pur- 
> ſuing him with flaming vengeance, till all its demands were 
e.xacted; and he ſtill continued ſufficient for the work. The 
devil tri ed him forty days, tempting him in the wilderneſs, 
but could gain no advantage againſt him. The lawyers and 
> rulers amongſt the Jews tried him, but he baffled all their 
# 2 defigns. Herod and Pontius Pilate tried him, but all in vain. 
At laſt, death and the grave tried him, but he furmounted | 
and overcame all, and aroſe a mighty conqueror. He has 
5 5 likewiſe been tried by good men in all ages, who have ever 
1 0 found him to be a true friend. The Patriarchs all tried 
him, and found him to be a moſt excellent friend. The 
holy prophets, and ancient ſeers, tried him, and oftentimes. 
-; proved his ſweet, friendſhip; it was this that made David 
fſay, O God, thou art my God, early will ] ſeek thee; my ſoul 
2 thirſteth for thee, my fleſh long oth fer thee, in a dry and thirſty 
uand, where no water 1s: t9 ee thy power and thy glory, ſo as 
Fo { have ſeen thee in the ſanctuary, al. Ixiii. 1, 2. It was. 
* this made him fay, 1 was glad wyhen they faid unto me, let us_ 
4 go up to the houſe of the Lord, Pſal. exxii. 1. The three 
children in the fiery furnace found Chriſt to be a bleſſed 
bk * friend; and Daniel in the lion's den, tried him, and found 
3 him ta be the ſame. The bleſſed apoſtles and glorious com- 
2 pan of martyrs, will appear as witnefles, that Chriſt is truly 
7 his people's friend. The church militant, and the church 


mekbant above, will all give in their teſtimony to this 1 f 
© glorious truth, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is a friend in need, — 
4 friend indeed. and a friend that ſticketh- cloſer than a "38 | 4 
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called, Wonderful, Counſellor, The mighty Gad, The ever laing 


Father, The Prince of Peace, iſa. ix. 6. Thus he has been. 


the tried Friend of his people in all ages. 


 Reflettion. As the Lord Jeſus Chrift has ever been proved 


by his people, to be a tried friend, may this be a means of 
confirming their faith in him, and actuating their love more 
effectually to him. = 25 | 


The next letter is U; and here we ſhall confider Chriſt, as 
a Uſefdl Friend. EY NR 


The ufe and excellency of Chriſt, as a friend, can only be 


known by thoſe who are ſenſible of their need of him, and 


have experienced the ſavour of his good ointments; felt the 
power of his grace, and known the value of his righteouſnets. 


And the uſefulneſs of Chriſt, as a friend, appears in all that 
he is to his people, and in all he beſtows upon them, as all 
his dealings with them are in mercy, and uſeful. to them. 
What infinite ute and comfort do they enjoy by virtue of re- 


lation to him, and union with him! the beauty of his perſon 
is uſeful, to ſtrike all the paſſions. of the mind, and draw all 


the affections to love Chriſt, How uſeful are his perfections 


to encourage our fouls to fly to him as an able Saviour. How 


uſeful is that divine knowledge he gives, to make a ſinner 
Wiie, ſo as to chuſe that better part which cannot be taken 


away. The uſe and excellency of his precious blood has 


been experienced by thouſands and millions of filthy and 
gulilty finners, as it has divine efficacy both to cleanſe and 
pardon; nay, even to raiſe the dead; and ſo may truly and 
properly be called, the real balſam of life. How uſeful is his 
_ righteouſneſs to juſtify, and his holy Spirit, and heavenly 
grace, to ſanctify. How uſeful the ſtaff of promiſe, to com- 
| Fee nent ſupport under trials and diſtreſſes, and defend a man 
againſt an enemy or beaft of prey: and the rod of correction 
is neceſſary and uſeful, when the ſheep ſtray: well therefore, 
might David ſay, Thy rod and thy fra they comfort me, Pſa. 


xxlli. 4. How uſeful is every affliction, temptation. and 
diſtreſs, becauſe they ſhall all work together for good; as 


profitable to the dear children of Gd. 
Reflection. As Chriſt is fo uſeful in every reſpect and eonſi- 


deration, may every true believer be enabled to make a pro- 
per uſe of his perſon, love and grace, and every precious bleſ- 


vng they receive from ſo uſeful a friend. We 


David ſays, It was good for me that ] was afflicted, Pſa. 3 | 
cxix. 71. And how uſeful every doctrine of God's word. 
and every ordinance of his houſe; yea, they are all ſweet and 
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We now come to the next letter, which is V; and here We 
ſhall conſider Chriſt, as a Virtuous Friend. 55 
How many are boaſting of the virtues of human reaſon; but 


if you want to ſee true virtue, you muſt come to the Lord Je- 


ſus Chriſt; for all real virtue is originally in him, and flows 
from him, to all the dear objects of his love: as in the in- 
ſtance of the poor woman, when ſhe ſaid, if ſhe could but 


touch the hem of his garment, ſhe ſhould be made whole; 


accordingly, having made her way through the croud, ſhe 
quickly found all her withes accompliſhed. And when Je- 
ſus enquired who touched him, and the diſciples replied, the 


multitude throng thee: nay but, ſays Jeſus, there is virtue 
gone out of me. (See Mark v.) There is a real virtue in 


the perſon of Chriſt, both as God and man, in all his divine 
perfections, glorious offices, and ſweet relations. What a 
healing, as well as purifying virtue, is there in his precious 

blood; what a juſtifying virtue, in his compleat and perfect 


righteouſneſs; and what a ſanctifying virtue, in the precious 


influences and powerful operations of ſaving grace upon the 
heart. What a divine virtue is there alſo in every bleſſing 
he gives: —ſaving convictions: have ſuch a virtue in them, as 


to work a thorough reformation: true and faving faith hath 


ſuch a bleſſed virtue in it, as vitally to lead the ſoul to Chriſt. 


True love ta God diſcovers its virtue, by drawing the af- 


fections from this wicked world, and fixing them in a ſu- 
perlative way upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. So likewiſe, there 
Ls glorious virtue in the bleſſed word and goſpel of Chrift, 
in the hand of the Divine Spirit; it is the wiſdom of God, 
and the power of God to falvation, to all that believe. My 
words are ſpirit and life, ſays the bleſſed Jeſus. The word 
of God has the virtue of fire, to melt the hard heart of a 
ſinner. Thus he ſpeaks by the mouth of the prophet, ſay- 
ing, Is not my word like as a fire, and as a hammer, that break- 
eth the rock in pieces, Jer. xxlii. 29. And what divine power 
and virtue has attended the word of the Lord in numberleſs 
inſtances. Three thouſand felt the virtue of it at ane time, 
who being pierced to the heart, cried out, Men and breth- 
ren, what ſhall we do? Acts ii. 37. Its virtue is enlightening, 


warming, penetrating, purifying, quickening, powerful and 


aſſimulating. The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
ful : the teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, making wiſe the im- 
þple: the flatutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the 
commandments of the Lerd are pure, enlightening the eyes, Plal. 


xix. 75 8. * 
ee LE. Reflection. 


| 1 
Refleftion. May every convinced ſinner, from a ſenſe of his 
miſery, and fight of this bleffed Saviour, and a credit of the 
glorious promiſe, be encouraged to come to this amiable Jeſus, 
that he may experience all that divine virtue that flows from 

kis ſacred perſon, love and grace. 


The nent letter is W; and here we ſhall ſhew, that Chriſt 
is a Wonderful Friend. . i ES 
This will wonderfully appear, if we conſider the two natures 


in Chriſt, being God and man in one glorious perſon, Well 


might the apoſtle. ſay, Great is the mee of godlineſi, God 


manifeſted in the fleſh, 1 Tim. iii. 16. is is ſo Wander- 


ful to many, that becauſe they cannot comprehend the myſ- 


tery, they wickedly deny it. The incarnation of Chriſt is 
alſo very wonderful, he being born of a virgin, Behold, a 
| virgin flall be with child, and ſhall bring forth a ſon, and they 


| ſhall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted, is, God 


with us, Matt. i. 23. Further, all the words Chriſt has 


ſpoken, are wonderful words, What wonderful words did 


| he ſpeak, when he made the worlds? He commanded, and it 
flood FE Pfa. xxxiii. . He ſaid, Let there be light, and there 
tas light, Gen. i. 3. What wonderful words did he ſpeak 
in doctrine, ſo that when the officers were ſent to take him, 
they returned to the rulers, and faid, Never man 2 like 
this man? John vii, 46. What wonderful words 
_ alſo ſpeak at the grave of Lazarus, when he only ſaid, La- 


_ zarus, come forth, and he aroſe? What wonderful words did 


he ſpeak on the boiſterous ocean, Peace, be ſtill, and the fea 


was calm? What wonderful words did he fpeak. upon the 


croſs, reſpecting his murderers, Father, forgive them, for the 
know not what. they do? What wonderful words did he ſpeak 


do the dying thief, when he ſaid, To-day ſbalt thou be with me 
in Paradiſe? What wonderful words did he ſpeak. ta Peter, 


Thomas, and all his diſciples, after his reſurrection? What 


wonderful words of comfort and conſolation has he ſpoken 


in the promiſes, to all his dear children? And what wonder- 
ful words of wrath and vengeance has he ſpoken, in all his 
_ awful threatenings, againſt the wicked and 


of creation, in, the natural, rational, animal and vegetable 
worlds, View the wonderful works of providence and grace. 
See the wonders of Chriſt in the methods of grace. How 
wonderful, that he ſhoyld give any grace; much more ſo, 
that he ſhould give plenteous grace, and glory in the end! 
How wonderful, that he ſhould paſs by the fallen race of an- 
gels, and only give grace to ſinful men; and only to ſome a- 


did be 


ungodly? Allo, 
the works of Chriſt, are wonderful works. View the works 


525 improve their time much better, in praying to the Lord Jeſus 


is pleaſed to give grace to his people; for he hath loved them 
with an everlaſting love, therefore with loving kindneſs doth 


tieth, in the year 1746? Perhaps you will fay, becauſe he was 


right, and is no ways accountable to his creatures for any 


rand, had it been his pleaſure, as he did at the birth of the _ '| 
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* carnal world, yet it is the wiſdom o 


ſtrange to them; the reaſon is, becauſe they have not taſted 


5 1 RE 
mong theſe ! for all men have not faith, ſays the apoſtle. * Iri> 
deed, he was under no obligation to give grace to any, but 
might juſtly have condemned the whole world for fin; but he 
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he draw them. And what reaſon can be aſſigned for it? I an- 
ſwer, his divine ſovereignty. Why did his gracious Majeſty 
King George IId. pardon nineteen rebels, and hang the twen- 


A . —— — ͤ ͤ . an 


a mereiful man. True, but was not his mercy an act of ſovereign- 
ty ?—90 is the mercy of Chriſt to his people; but all thoſe who 
are determined to oppoſe and cavil with this doctrine, would 


Chriſt, to give them clearer views of the ſacred ſcriptures, and | 
a hearty approbation of the will and works of God, upon this 
principle, that the Judge of the whole earth will do all things il 


part of his conduct. View grace in every reſpect, and you 
will find it free reſpecting its motives, ſovereign with reſpect 
to its objects, and eternal in its duration. Alſo, the means by 
which grace is received, are wonderful. The general means 
is a preached goſpel, by men of like paſſions with ourſelves. 
The great God might have ſent angels on this important er- 


Friend of ſinners; but he has been pleaſed to commiſſion i 
and employ in this glorious work, men; and not only worthy, .- = 
pious, learned men, but fometimes plain, pious, illiterate men, : 9 
whom he hath inſtructed into the truth, by his bleſſed Spirit. 1 
He took David from the ſheepfold, Amos from the herd, Pe- 
ter from his nets, and that able divine, John Bunyan, from 
his kettles. Herein his fovereignty is wonderfully diſplayed ! 
and however contemptible theſe may: ſeem in the eyes of a 
| f God, and the power of 
God for ſalvation, to all that believe. S0 likewiſe, Chriſt 
appears as a wonderful Friend, in the effects of his grace. 
God's children, are men wondered at. Their experience is 
very wonderful to a carnal world. The doctrines they believe 
are alſo very wonderful to others, as that ſalvation is without 
works, though not faith without works: this ſeems very 


the joys of falvation, neither are they acquainted with the 
true way of life. The conduct and behaviour of theſe people 1 
is alſo wonderful to others; they think them over preciſe, and 1 
that there need not be ſuch an over to do; they ſee no neceſ- | | 
ſity for ſo much prayer, and ſo many ſermons: they think 
they need not be {g very reſerved, and 2 poripg fo often in 

the 


3 


the Bible. They think they might be a little more briſk and 


merry, come and viſit their neighbours, and have a little in- 


nocent diverſion with them.—Conſfider, my friends, what 


Chriſt has done for his people, what obligations they are un- 


der to him, and how precious time is; therefore, they have 
none to ſpare, but are haftening home to their Father's houſe ; 


and whenever they can ſpare a few minutes from the neceſſary 


affairs of life, they are glad to improve them for Chriſt; there- 


fore they have no idle time to ſpend in trifling things: their 
| fouls are of great value, and muſt not be trifled with. Their 


higheſt pleaſure is in the ſweet enjoyment of Chriſt, and they 


deſire to be found in their duty, ſince wiſdoms «ways are ways 
of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are peace, Prov. iii. 17. But 


perhaps ſome may ſay, we do not ſee this ſtrictneſs among ma- 


ny profeſſors of religion now a-days, for even many live as 
the world lives, and do as the world does. The more is the 


pity; but be careful that you do not caſt away religion upon 
this account, and from hence conclude, that there is no true 
godlineſs to be found: for the tares grow amongſt the wheat. 


All who make a profeſſion, have not the real poſſeſſion of grace 


in the heart. Many people make two miſtakes here; when 


2 profeſſor gets drunk, or commits ſome ſcandalous fin, they 
cry out, ha! this is their religion! which is a groſs miſtake, 


becauſe this practice diſcovers the want of religion. The 


next thing that comes in courſe, is, they are all alike. This, 
alſo, is as great a miſtake as the other; for, bleſſed be God, 
they are not all alike. There ever was, and ever will be, 


an eſſential difference between a real chriſtian and à meer 


formaliſt. A good man may fall into fin, but is glad to get 
out again, and is truly humbled for it; whereas a wicked man 
delights in it, and only trembles, when he reflects on the pu- 
niſhment connected with it. Will any wiſe man ever condemn 
a whole body of people for the bad conduct of ſome? Certain- 


ly he will not. We may further obſerve, that Chriſt will ap- 
pear to be a wonderful friend in his ultimate ends and deſigns 
of grace, as it is gen to his people, in order to fit them for 
hereafter. And thus the happy ſubjects of grace, be- 
ing a wonder to themſelves, will caſt down their crowns at 


glory 
tee feet of this wonderful Friend, and aſcribe all h6nor and 


glory, thanklgivings and praiſes, to God and the Lamb, for 


ever and ever. 


KNeffaction. Why was I made to hear thy voice, 
And enter while there's room, 2 
W ben thouſands make a wretched choice, 

And rather ſtarve than come 
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*T'was the ſame love that ſpread the feaſt, 
That ſweetly forc'd us in; 
Elfe we had ſtill refus'd to taſte, 
And periit'd in our fin. WATTS. 


The next letter which calls for our attention, is X; and as 
I could find no proper word beginning with this letter, ſuitable 
to my purpoſe, { thought how fond the Roman Catholics are 
of a croſs, to put them in mind of the dying love of Chriſt, 
as they ſay. Now, though I by no means approve of any 
ſuperſtitious rite or ceremony, yet fee no crime, as the letter 
N is a croſs, in conſidering here the dying love of Chriſt upon 
the croſs: and Gt:crefore, from this letter, ſhall eonſider 
Chriſt as a Dying Friend. And, indeed, what friendſhip can 
be compared to this. If a perſon of great honor and riches, 
Was to diveſt himſelf of all he enjoyed, in order to give to a 
poor diſtreſſed object, as a pledge of friendthip, it would be 
a great favour, and a kind ondelerunen indeed! But what 
is all this, when compared with the dying love of the, Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who not only, theugh he was rich, fon our ſakes 
became poor, that wwe through his poverty might be made nich; but 
alſo, he died, the j1/? for the ujir/?, that he might bring us to God? 
And therefore, the apoſtle, ſpeaking of thegreat love of Chriſt, 
takes notice of the ſtate and condition we were in when he died. 
for us, as being without ſurength, and ungodly: he then obſerves, 
Lor ſcarcely for a rightcots man wil one die, yet peradventure for 
à good man fome would even dare to die; but herein is the great 
love of Chriſt diſplayed, in that robile wwe were yet ſinners, Chriſt 
_ Wed for us. And if we conſider all the circumſtances attending 
his death, and who they were he died for, with the glorious 
end and deſign thereof, it will diſcover wonderous love indeed! 
It was not merely dying, as a ſeparation of ſoul and body, 
which one might do for ſome innocent good man, as ſuch a 
ſeparation might be attended with very little pain ; but the 
1 death of this Friend of finners, was attended with the moſt do- 
Iorous ſufferings, diſtreſſes and aMictions, and the dreadful 
Wrath and vengeance of an angry God; for he was a man of 
forrows, and acquainted with griefs, being a mourner all his 
days; he was wounded far our tranſgreſſions; the chaſhiſement of 
 _ our peace was upon him. It pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, and 
make his foul an offerin for /in. And who was ail this for? it 
was for ſinners, yea, the vileſt of ſinners, even ſinners as black 
as hell! I is. a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Jeſiis Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners, of whom 1 
em chief. The grand a deſign to be anſwered by the 
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death of Chriſt, is, the everlaſting ſalvation of fnners, and the 
eternal glory of God's grace. 

Reflection. As the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has o given ſuch a won- 
derful diſplay of love, as to die for ſinners, may all believers 
earneſtly deſire to expreſs their love to Chriſt, od dying daily 

to fin, and living to holineſs. 


We now come to the letter Y; and here we al ſhew that 
Chriſt ; is a Neelding Friend. 5 5 
This bleſſed character of Chriſt will lotioufly appear, if 
uwe conſider the numberleſs inſtances wherein applications have 
been made, and requeſts granted, by this yielding Friend. 
The firſt inſtance J would mention, is that of Moſes, Who 
after enjoying many peculiar favours, humbly requeſted to 
ſee the glory of Chriſt. The anſwer he received, was, J 
quill make all my goodneſs paſs before thee, and I will "proclaim = 
the name of the Lord before thee. And he ſaid, Thou canſt not | : 
fee my face; but, behold, there is a place by me, and thou ſhalt | 
Aland upon a rack. And it ſhall come to paſs, while my glory | 
_ paſſeth 105 that I will put thee in a cleft of the roch; and will | 
cover i ee with my hand while I paſs ly. And I will tale away | 
myne hand, and thou ſhalt ſee my back parts: but my face ſhall not 
be ſeen, Exod. xxxiii, 1 ,—23- Solomon is a glorious type of 
_ Chriſt, and the queen of Sheba, of a believing finner : all her 
requeſts king Solomon complied with ; he anſwered all her 
hard queſtions, granted all her deſires, and indulged her curio- | 
ſtty. And how indulgent is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in granting 
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all the requeſts of his people, ſo far as it 1s for their good, and _—_ 

| his own glory! — 
4 Refletion. As the Lord Jefus Chriſt is ſo kind as to comply T 
0 with every reaſonable requeſt his children make by prayer and 5 
| ſupplication, let us learn to be careful, by way of gratitude, Z 
1% i! 20 yield a chearful obedience to all his gracious commands. Y 
1 e oe to the laſt letter, which is Z - and here we K 
18 ſhall conſider Chriſt, as a Zealous Friend, or Zion's Friend. E; 
1 | == The zeal of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the ſinner's friend, 5 
4 10 5 appears from firſt to laſt. He was very zealous when the cove-. | 
1 J nmnnant of grace was firſt propoſed :—he was very zealous in per- 
my 7 forming all the conditions, and in beſtowing all the bleſſings 2 
i pf that covenant: he is very zealous in deſtroying all our ene- J 
- 1: 5 mies, and ſubduing all our fins; having told us by his apoſtle, 
| q- that /in ſhall not have dominion over us, for we are not under the : 
| = law, but under grace. He is zealous to bring all his dear chil- E 
1 dren ſafe to glory, for he ever liveth to make interceſſion for them. 

= Thus he n upon the footing of ſtrict Tn ; Father, Twill | 
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that they alſ whom thou haſt given me be with me where I am; 
that they may behold my glory, John xvii. 24. And let it be ob- 


| ſerved, that all this precious friendſhip, and theſe glorious 
| bleſſings, are only enjoyed by Zion's children; becauſe 
they and they only, are intereſted in this ſpecial love, 
waſhed in this precious blood, cloathed with this glorious 
righteouſneſs, and ſanctified by the bleſſed Spirit, and fo made 
meet and fit for the enjoyment of this promiſed glory. There- 
fore 1t becomes us ſtrictly to enquire, what ground we have 
to hope that we belong to this family, and are Zion's genuine 
children, and this we ſhall do, after making a Fellecion, by 
_ conſidering the Jaſt head. | 
 Reffettion, Let the dear people of God ever be zealous for 
the honor and glory of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ever Was, 


and ever will 2%; a zealous friend to them. 


III. We now come to the dien thitig propoſed, was 


to deſcribe the characters of thoſe who may and have 


a right to ſpeak the . of the text, and lay, This 
7s my. Priend. ne 


The firſt characteriſtie I fhall mention, eine thoſs who. 


have a right to ſay Chriſt is their friend, is, that the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt 1s "exceeding precious to them, ſo that they eſteem and 
prize him far beyond every other object; unte yu, therefore, 

which believe, he is precious. Another evidence to prove our 
right, is relying upon him alone, as the glorious object of 
faith, having all our truſt and dependance, for life and falva- 


tion, upon the merits and righteouſneſs of the friend of ſin- 
ners alone. He that lelleveth, and is babtized, ſhall he ſaved 
But he that believeth not ſpall be Am d. The next evidence, is, 
that if Chriſt is our friend, we ſhall be often thinking of him. 


Can a perſon have a friend he dear y loves, and not think of 
him? Impoſſible. Ihe fond mother, often thinks of her ten- 


der infant; the indulgent huiband, will often remember his 


loving bride; and a true believer cannot help exercifing his 
thoughts, reſpecting this kind and affectionate Friend —Ano- 
ther token, is, that we ſhall be often ſending to him, and ſhall 
think how long it is fince we heard from him. Nothing more 


common than for friends to enquire after each other's w relfare. 


A further evidence will be, by viſiting our friend. When 


ſnyneſs between friends begins to take place, and viſiting be- 
gins to ceaſe, it betokens that ſomething is the matter ; for 
How can two walk together, except they be agreed; but where 
the bond of friendſhip i is firm, there will be frequent viſits 


kept up, and a harmony between ibe parties. Many ſweet 
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viſits do the dear people of God pay to Jelus che ir Lett friend. 
his company is very profitable, and much to be defired;- and 
they who have once enjoyed it, long tor ane her viſit. An. 


theſe viſits are always returned; tor it Chriſt be your friend, 
he will likewiſe come to ſec you. H any dan tre mie, ſays 
Chriſt, þe ſhall be lowed of my Larbe fs and I cb! love hihi, 
| and will manife/t myſelf to him. Ang 2 Father will love bmi, 
and we will come unto him, and make cur © akeds 1 wth him. A far- 
ther evidence of Chrit being your ſriend, wall | be known, by 


your uſing your utmoſt en deavour to promote his cauſe and 


_ Intereſt in the world: your daily prayer will be, Thy kingdom 
conie. Thy will be done. You will ſpeak a word for him, as 
often as you may have opportunity, and recommend him as a 
molt precious and important friend. You will ſpeak highly 


of his atonement and righteouſneſs, and earneſtly recommend 
all the precious bleſſings of his grace, and the great neceſſity 


of experiencing the power of them upon the heart. —A fur- 


ther token denoting Chriſt to be your friend, will be eviden- 
ced by a ſerious, diligent, and perſevering ſelf-examination, | 
whether you are a genuine diſciple of Chriſt, and love him 


with a ſuperlative love. You may often be {uſpicious leſt your 
heart ſhould deceive you, but the very thought of your being 


deceived, will make you tremble ; and the language of your 


heart will be, Lord, I would not be miſtaken in this point for 
ten thouſand worlds. As a ſight and ſenſe of fin increaſes in 


your mind, under the enlightening influences of God's Spirit 


upon your heart, you will earneſtly deire a Saviour: and as 
you are led to ſee the ſuitableneſs and preciouſneſs of his me- 


rits and righteouſneſs, and the rich bleilings he has to beſtow, 


to do your ſoul good, you will above al} things defire to par- 


take of the : and being led by the divine Spirit, to truſt a- 
lone in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for life and falvation, and hav- 


ing taſted the ſweetneſs of gofpel grace in your heart, it will 
greatly endear Chriſt to you, and make you love him for 
What he has done for you, and cauſe you to cry with the 
great apoſtle, God forbid that 1 ſhould glory, fave in the crefs of 
_ Chriſt, by whom I am crucified to the warld, and the world to me. 
And as you continue to grow in the divine life, your under- 


ſtanding increafing, and your judgment being more penetra- 
ting, you will be led to love Chriſt more particularly for what 
he is, as a God of pure holineſs, as well as rich mercy and 


free grace. $0 likewiſe, you will love all the people of God ; 
and you will not love them far opinion's ſake, or becauſe they 
are of your party, but you will love them for Chriſt's ſake, 


and becauſe they are like him: and thoſe of them of every de- 


Nomination, W. Who giſeoy er the moſt Pay and real religion, 
| vo 
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dignation againſt all fin and ungodli 5 
the works of darkneſs, and you will be particularly jealous 


I 


and are moſt like Chriſt in heavenly-mindedneſs, will be had | 


in the higheſt eſteem and veneration by you. —A further evi- 


denee in your favour, will be, a conſcientious regard to every 
private duty and public ordinance or inſtitution, which God 
has commanded you to be found in the uſe of. And as the 
whole of God's mind and will, reſpecting both our faith and 
practice, is plainly revealed in the old and new teftament, 
you will make that your daily ſtudy, and chearfully expreſs 
your love to Chriſt, by a ready and willing obedience to every 
command, thinking it your higheſt honor to be - defpilal 
diſciple and follower of the Friend of ſinners acknowledging, 
that Chriſt's yoke is caſy, and his burden light * © 


* 


Again, if Chriſt be eee f Sy 
dlineſs; you will hate a 


o er heart-fins, and eſpecially thoſe fins which moſt eaſily be- 


ſet you; and whenever you find yourſelf deceived and entan- 
gled with fin, you will confeſs it, and grieye much before 
God on the account of it; and never be happy *till you have 
been enabled by grace to crucify it. You will hate fin as 
the worſt of evils, and ſatan as the worſt of enemies: and 
the more you are enabled to hate fin, the more you will 
prize and love the glorious goſpel. You will admire the wiſ= 
dom that ſhines in the goſpel. How God is honored, and 
the ſalvation of ſinners ſecured. You will alſo rejoice in the 
grace of the goſpel, becauſe you have taſted the ſweetneſs of 
goſpel grace, and will be amazed to think that you ſhould be 
one of its happy ſubjects; and will be often praiſing God for 
the power of the goſpel, becauſe it was that which bowed your 
ſtubborn will, and broke your hard heart, and brought you to 
be willing to be ſaved in God's way: and as you are thus 
brought to love the glorious goſpel, {being convinced of its 
intrinſic goodneſs, raviſned with its beauty, ſubdued by its 
power, and transformed by its amazing influences) fo you 
will alſo love the law, as it is holy, juit and good; for the law 


is good, if a man uſe it lawfully. Chriſt came not to deſtroy the 


law, but to obey and fulfil the law: and though God's people 
do not expect life and ſalvation by the law, yet they love it as 
a rule of action, and deſire obedience to it in order to ſhew | 
their love to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.—But another proof of 
Chriſt being our friend, will appear not only in our delight- 


ing to ſee the image of Chriſt in others, but in longing. to 


be more like Chriſt ourſelves; for the more we are like him, 
the more we ſhall enjoy of him, the more powerful and vital 
will our union be to him, and the more ſweet and precious 
our communion with him, The higher our degree in vital 


holi- 


ou will expreſs a holy in- 


„ 4 
holineſs, the more perfect and compleat our joy and happineſs. 
Why are the carnal world ſtrangers to true happineſs !—be- 
_ cauſe they are deſtitute of goſpel holineſs. Why is it that 
God's children, who are the ſubjects of ſaving grace, have fo 
many complaints? becauſe they have ſo many ſins which con- 
tinually diſtreſs them. Why is it that the ſaints in heaven 
are much more happy than the ſaints on earth !—becauſe they 
are delivered from ſin, the cauſe of every evil. Take away 
the cauſe, and the effect will ceaſe. Perfect holineſs, will al- 
ways conſtitute compleat and everlaſting happineſs. But what 
effect hath the power of theſe things upon the hearts of God's 
dear children? ſurely it makes them long more and more to 
be with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, their glorious and moſt bleſſed 
friend: for what is more common, than for a perſon to long 
to be with his friend, a child with his parent, or a wife with 
her huſband? ſo likewiſe, the believer longs to be with Chriſt, 
as the apoſtle expreſſes it, Having a defire to depart, and to be 
en, which rs far better, Phil. i. 23. © 
Reflection. Firſt, We may from hence learn the great im- 
portance of having Chriſt for our friend, inaſmuch as no other 
perſon can ſave but Chriſt alone, he being the only way to 
Secondly, It becomes each perſon to enquire what ground 
or reaſon they have to hope Chriſt is their friend. Have you 
felt the power of his grace upon your heart? Have you paſ- 
ſed under a divine change? Do you know what it is to be 
born again? F any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature: old 
things are paſſed away; behold, all things are become new, 
Thirdly, What a pitiable ſtate and condition are all thoſe 
min, who are careleſs and altogether unconcerned about the 
_ friendſhip of Chriſt ! who are determined to riſk all for the 
fake of finful pleaſures, and the vanities of a wicked world! 
May theſe perſons conſider the price of a ſoul, the certainty 
of death, and the horrors of eternal wrath and vengeance ; . 
and what they would then give for a friend, could one be 
VVV %% CONT EY 
PFourthly, How miſtaken are all thoſe who vainly ſuppoſe  - 
the friendſhip of Chriſt is to be merited by their good works! 
whereas the friendſhip of Chriſt is entirely free: it is not by 
works of righteouſneſs which we have done, but of God's free 
love and grace alone. CE do : 
Laſtly, How humble and thankful ought all true believers 
to be, for ſuch rich grace and glorious friendſhip they enjoy 
from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! may they ever conſider what 
obligations of love and gratitude they are under to this un 
. 1 e 45 hs ſpeax- 


ſpeakable Friend, who hath loved them with an everlaſting = 

love, ſaved them with an everlaſting ſalvation, and who hath 1 
promifed to glorify them for ever and ever. Now unto him | 5" 

that loved us, and waſhed us from our ſins in his own blood, A 

and hath made us kings and prieſts unto God, and his Father, to 55 A 

him be glory and honor, thankſgivings and praiſes, for ever | 

aſcribed, by the church militant, and the church triumphant. 
Amen and Amen, Cor oo Melly 
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by Me. . Jo HN FELLOWS, Author of 


, Gn Tailburnanr. Be 


"$54 bak 's 
15 
REAT Saviour! my ALMIGHTY Friend! 
To thee my ſongs and vows aſcend; 


How BOUNTIFUL art thou to me! 
| What COMFORTS 1 receive from thee * 


| II. 

Dan 3 my heart would ne'er remove, 
But dwell on EVERLASTING love: 
How FAITHEUL thou to Iſrael's race! 


85 How vaſt the wonders of thy on! 
5 „ 

: What HONORS in thy name we view! 

 InviTING, KIND, and LoVING too: 

How rich and free thy Mercy flows! 

How r NOTABLE to cruſh my foes ! 


Thou ONLY 'F end to loſt munking ! 

What PRUDENCE in thy words we find! 
How quicK'NiNG is thy goſpel known [ 

How RESOLUTE t0 fave thine own! 


Svuyercient for each mighty tool; 
A Friend oft Tx Vn in time of need 
„ Usxrur and ſtrong in Ty caſe : 
_ Vnruous, and true to all Ty, race, 


| "How 1 WONDERFUL thy love appear d, 

When from the cxoss thy groans were heard 1 
Y1eLDING: to. death, and to the end, 

Thy Ziox' s ever ZEALOUS Friend, 


